Bishop William H. Thomas

November 20, 1943 - March 3, 2013

Bishop William H. Thomas, age 69, passed away on Sunday, March 3, 2013
in the comfort and dignity of his home with his family by his side. Now that he
is absent from his body, he is present within the Lord.

Born in Buffalo on November 20, 1943, William was the son of the late Willie
and Ida Mae (Lee) Thomas. He was raised and educated in Buffalo and then
relocated to the Albany area with his family. He first worked at the Albany
Medical College in the Research Department for many years. Along with his
brother, Herman, and longtime family friend Joseph Barry, he operated WHB
Janitorial Services in Albany. On May 22, 1965 he married the former Mary
Ernestine Wicks who passed away on January 20, 2011. God brought William
and Mary to each other and it was their mutual faith and trust that sustained
their bond throughout 47 years of marriage. Also, he and his wife owned and
operated a Laundromat on Madison Ave. in Albany.

When he moved to Utica in 1975, he accepted a position at the Mohawk
Valley Psychiatric Center where he was Director of Environmental Services.
While working for the State of New York, he became the first African-American
head of Environment Services at the Mohawk Valley Psychiatric Center which
employed over 130 people. He then held a position in the International
Executive Housekeeping Association, Northeast Chapter and continued to
teach others his skills. He also held several different positions within the
chapter and held the title of President in the late 1990’s. He was a member of
the Civil Service Employees Association. A dignified man, prideful in his work,



he instilled the same values in his family. William, along with his wife, Mary,
was the founder of Christ Temple Church of the Apostolic Faith in 1975. He
served his faith community as Reverend from July 13, 1974 and District Elder
from May 18, 1997, and was later on September 7, 1999 was elevated to
Bishop. He gave sermons and taught the Apostolic Doctrine as well as
baptized and preached that “Jesus is the Son of God.” As a man of God, he
was devoted to his faith, his family, his Church Family and was a member of
Ministerial Alliance Association of the Apostolic Faith. During his spare time,
he enjoyed fresh-water fishing at his favorite local spots and deep-sea fishing,
and was a die-hard and devoted Yankee fan.

Bishop William is survived by his daughters and son-in-law, Nadine and
Donell Washington of Albany, and Sharon “Turkey” Hawkins of Utica; his step
daughters and son-in-law, Patricia Stinney of Harvard, MA, and Charlene and
Ronald Brandow of Nassau, NY; his grandchildren, Krystal, Shannon and
Anthony Ferguson, Shauna, Jasmine, Alexander Jr., Denzel, and Shniya;
step-grandchildren, Jocelyn, and Kristofer; and his great-grandchild, Aalanah.
He will also be missed by his brother and sister-in-law, Herman and Jody
Thomas of Albany; many nieces, nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews,
cousins, many of whom affectionately knew him as “Uncle William”; and in-
laws, Lorraine Thomas, and Francine Thomas. A testament to Bishop
Thomas’ life is the many dear and cherished friendships he held. He was
predeceased by his sister and brother-in-law, Thelma and Ted Gause; his
brothers, Donald Thomas, and Carl Thomas; and his sister-in-law, Louise
Wicks-Waters.

The family is grateful to the nurses and staff of Hospice & Palliative Care, Inc.,
and friends and caregivers Brian, Cassandra, Theresa, and Valerie who made
Bishop Thomas’ stay at his home comfortable.

Visitation will be held Friday from 4:00-7:00 at Christ Temple Church, 1505
Seymour Ave., Utica. Memorial contributions in Bishop Thomas’ honor may be
considered to Hospice & Palliative Care, Inc.; envelopes will be available at
the church. William's Home Going Celebration will commence on Saturday



afternoon at 1:00 at the Church of Jesus Christ, 562 Clinton Avenue, Albany,
NY, where his funeral service will be offered by his nephew, Elder Herman
Thomas, Jr. Interment will take place in Graceland Cemetery in Albany at the
convenience of the family. Arrangements are under the direction of the
Eannace Funeral Home, Inc., 932 South St., corner of Hammond Ave.



Tribute Wall

Bill my heart is breaking right now, you have been a very special
friend of mine for many years. | will miss you greatly!!! Rest in peace
Love, Mary and Ken Heaton

Mary n Kenneth Heaton - March 09, 2013 at 05:49 PM

Mary N Kenneth Heaton lit a candle in |

memory of Bishop William H. Thomas

Mary n Kenneth Heaton - March 09, 2013 at 05:40 PM

I may not have know Bishop Thomas for a very long time, but |
thank God for giving me the opportunity to meet him. Bishop
Thomas was truly a man of God. | will definitely miss him. Bishop
was kind,generous,and comical. Bishop you fought a good fight,you
kept the faith and you finish your course..May you rest in peace. |
will meet you in the airlll!

Keishia DeVaughn - March 08, 2013 at 10:41 PM



Dear Mr. Thomas, first id like to say God bless your soul and thank
you for being a leader of men and a man of God. While | lived in
Utica you showed me what acceptance looks like by allowing me to
make Christ Temple Church, my family away from home. | received
a promise from God that | could have thrown away forever due to
disobedience but on 8/14/2011 | accepted Christ into my hearT by
submitting to the Holy Sspirit and was baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ. Your message of Salvation has given me a clearer
understanding of choosing “Life” not only as an internal revelation
but an external realization that, KJV James 2:17 “Faith without
works is dead”. Even though my time in Utica was for only a few
months, without saying a word you gave me an encouraging head
nod ONLY a Leader can GIVE and because of that I'm forever
grateful for you AND your wonderful family (CTC)! Only God can
Jjudge us and only he knows our hearT so | trust and believe you’re
in heaven with the Lord!

Barrington Stone - March 08, 2013 at 07:49 PM

Angelina,Barbara,Stephanie lit a candle in
memory of Bishop William H. Thomas

i
Angelina,Barbara,Stephanie - March 08, 2013 at 12:06 AM

Brent V. Simmons lit a candle in memory of
Bishop William H. Thomas

Brent V. Simmons - March 07, 2013 at 10:30 PM



God has another angel under his wings to |
guard and watch over us. So look up ,not

down ,feel the warmth through your | .
body,that's the angel God has is watching u
over us.He's in Mary's And God's hands now

smiling over us.KEEP STRONG HE GOT THE FAMILY'S
tina butler - March 07, 2013 at 07:42 PM

Bishop Thomas will be missed..He was the greatest Pastor and
friend to myself and family. My prayers are with the family. R.1.P.
Bishop Thomas....

VANESSA JONES - March 07, 2013 at 05:30 PM

VANESSA JONES lit a candle in memory of ]

Bishop William H. Thomas
AW

VANESSA JONES - March 07, 2013 at 05:26 PM

Patricia Pierce lit a candle in memory of
Bishop William H. Thomas

W

Patricia Pierce - March 07, 2013 at 03:46 PM



The Cronin Family lit a candle in memory of ]

Bishop William H. Thomas

The Cronin Family - March 07, 2013 at 01:25 PM

sorry for your loss .. our heart and prayers go out to you , The Cronin
Family

The Cronin Family - March 07, 2013 at 01:26 PM

Sorry for your loss. Our hearts and prayers go out to you. Bishop
Thomas was a wonderful man of God. The Pierce Family

Patricia Pierce - March 07, 2013 at 03:45 PM

We send our love and prayers to all of you as you journey through
this time of bereavement. God strength and peace be upon you.
Bishop Thomas will be missed and he is an awesome man of God!

Eld. & Evg. Thomas - March 06, 2013 at 08:39 PM

QCandy
Adams Candy Adames lit a candle in memory of "

Bishop William H. Thomas

Candy Adams - March 06, 2013 at 07:44 PM



