
Sam L. "Gates" Oliva
January 16, 1916 - May 3, 2007

Mr. Sam L. "Gates" Oliva, age 91, of Utica, passed away peacefully on
Thursday, May 3, 2007, in the comfort of his home. 

 Born in Utica on January 16, 1916, Sam was the son of the late Louis and
Carrie (DeLuca) Oliva. He was raised and educated locally. A veteran of the
U.S. Army, he served in the 183rd Signal Corp and was stationed in the
European, African, and Middle Eastern Theaters of Operation and was
discharged as a Tech Sargeant. As a member of the Civilian Conservation
Corp (CCC), he worked road construction in Eastern Tennessee and then
attended the Coyne Electrical School in Chicago. On January 24, 1942 he
was joined in marriage with the former Frances A. Cecere with whom he
shared 65 years of marriage. In a clearly devoted union, the couple provided
stability and values to each other as well as to their children. 

 For many of his working years, Sam was employed by General Electric Co. as
a foreman of the assembly line at the Bleecker Street location. Upon
retirement, he pursued a second vocation as an audio/visual technician for the
Utica Board of Education, a position from which he retired in 1981. Blessed
with a sharp mind and an aptness for mechanics, he built and repaired his
own radios. He was a ‘self-taught’ Mr. Wizard who shared his talents
whenever they were needed. Everyone marveled at his unique style of
mechanical magic and skill and will always remember him for it. His favorite
food was chocolate, which he often shared. Endowed with an independent
nature, Sam enjoyed his home and was most proud of his family. He was a



communicant of St. Anthony of Padua Church. 
 Sam is survived by his wife, Frances; his daughters and sons-in-law, Lois and

Sal DeTraglia of Naperville, IL, and Karen Lowell her husband Scott, who was
always there for Sam, of Deerfield, NY; his son and daughter-in-law, Samuel
A. and Patricia Oliva of Nashville, TN; his 8 grandchildren; and his 12 great-
grandchildren. Also surviving is his sister and brother-in-law, Fannie and Al
Scheri of FL; his nieces, especially Anne Popeo and Denise Yourdon for their
constant support; nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews, and cousins. He
was predeceased by his brother and sister-in-law, Anthony J. and Florence
Oliva; his in-laws, Angelo and Anna Cecere, Immaculate “Molly” and Joseph
V. Montana, Sr., Josephine and Walter Salerno, Mary “Marie” and Angelo R.
Popeo, Frank V. Cecere, Joseph A. Cecere, his niece and her husband, Carol
and John Abdou, and his nephew, Joseph Montana. 

 The family extends their appreciation to the staff of Independent Care Service,
especially Carol and Debbie. A special thank you is offered to his caregiver
Lola, and Sam’s niece Anne who was a Godsend and was so respectful and
kind to her uncle and aunt. 

 Visitation will be held Sunday (today) from 4:00 – 6:00 at the Eannace Funeral
Home, Inc., 932 South St., corner of Hammond Ave. Sam’s funeral will
commence on Monday morning at 9:30 from the funeral home and at 10:30 at
St. Anthony of Padua Church where his Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated with military honors. Entombment will take place at Calvary
Mausoleum at the convenience of the family.
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May 12, 2007 at 05:42 AM

To My Dear God Mother, 
 
I was saddened to read about Sam's passing. Please know that you
and the rest of your family are in our prayers. I 
want you to know that even though we live so far apart (Tampa, Fl),
that I think about you often. I only wish I could be near enough to be
of some comfort to you in your time of sorrow. If nothing else, be
happy that Sam will be in a better place and that his pains and
worries will never bother him again. From your God Son Joe and
Family##imported-begin##JOE CARAMATO##imported-end##

May 09, 2007 at 08:14 PM

Karen, I'm so sorry. I just heard tonight(5 9 2007) of your loss. We
love you and you and your family are in our thoughts and prayers.
Take care and write when you can. I wish I was there to help. Love
Paula##imported-begin##Bob and Paula Henry##imported-end##

May 07, 2007 at 11:39 AM

Sam, 
Sorry to hear about your dad. I just happen to be checking the Utica
paper for my cousin's obituary and saw the name. Its been quite a
few years hasn't it. Hope you and your family are doing well. My
thoughts and prayers are with you.##imported-begin##Bob
Fanelli##imported-end##
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May 07, 2007 at 11:15 AM

Sam, So sorry to hear of your dad's pasing. We are now of our
parents generation and our grandchildren are now of our
generation. You and your family are in my prayers. God
Bless.##imported-begin##Cindy "DePerno" Hobaica##imported-
end##

May 06, 2007 at 10:24 PM

Sam, 
 
Sorry to hear about your father's passing. I read his obituary online.
I am currently traveling. Sorry that I could not stop by and pay my
respects. Our prayers are with you. 
 
Joe & Sue Shay##imported-begin##Joe Shay##imported-end##

May 05, 2007 at 10:31 AM

Dear Oliva family: 
I was so sorry to hear of your loss. Your family is so very nice and
close to my parents Mike and Bernadette Dimeo. I am sorry that I
will not be able to attend the services, since i out of the area. I wish
Iwas able to be there with your family. I will keep your family in our
thoughts and prayers. 
Sincerly Michelle and To Smith##imported-begin##michelle & tom
smith##imported-end##
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May 04, 2007 at 04:30 PM

Dear Aunt fran and family, 
 
You have our deepest sympathy. I am so sorry for your loss. I wish I
could be there in your time of need. We just wanted to express our
love and how much I Ioved Uncle Gates. Please know that all of you
and Uncle Gates our in my thought and prayers. Love you Kimmie
and Jason##imported-begin##kim Montana ##imported-end##

May 04, 2007 at 04:26 PM

So sorry for your loss. We will always remember Uncle Gates. Love
you all.##imported-begin##Betty Montana##imported-end##


