Rose D. Perta

July 22, 1917 - March 13, 2008

Rose D. Perta, age 90, of Utica, passed away on Thursday, March 13, 2008 in
the comfort of her home.

Born in Utica on July 22, 1917, Rose was the daughter of the late Orazio and
Martina (Ricci) Perta. Raised and educated locally, she was a graduate of
Utica Free Academy. She pursued her collegiate studies at the New York
State Teachers College in Albany where she earned her Bachelor’s degree in
Science. Rose made her own contribution to the world when she paved the
way in science education by being the first female chemistry teacher in New
York State. She taught at the George Junior Republic High School in Ithaca,
NY, and later at the Lake Brant High School. At one time, she held a teaching
position in Glens Falls, NY. She subsequently continued teaching military
dependents overseas in Japan and Clark Field in the Philippines for a period
of three years. She was also an educator in France, and began her final
tenure in Germany where she spent 25 years. Rose was a paragon in her
chosen career, and she frequently kept in contact with her former students
whose lives she enriched. An explorer by nature, she was a seasoned traveler
who visited many foreign countries during her lifetime. During her spare time,
she was an avid reader. She was very dedicated to her Catholic faith and was
a devout parishioner of St. Anthony of Padua Church.

Rose is survived by her sisters, Lena Ficarra of Endicott, NY, and Antoinette
Ellsworth of Utica; her brother and sister-in-law, John T. and Lynn Perta of
Onhio; her many nieces and nephews, especially acknowledging Donna and



David Goss, Jr.; great-nieces, great-nephews, cousins, and her sister-in-law,
Angeline Perta. Rose was blessed with the friendship of Kim Christensen, a
former student from Germany, now residing in California, who spent her
summers with Rose until the time of Rose’s passing. She was predeceased by
her brothers and sister-in-law, Peter A. Perta, Sr., and Dominick and
Philomena Perta; her sister and brothers-in-law, Mary and Stuart Sweeney,
Charles E. Ellsworth, and John Ficarra.

The family would like to thank Lynn Afinowich of Angel Care and her staff for
the wonderful around-the-clock care and attention shown to Rose and her
family.

In keeping with Rose’s wishes, there will be no public visitation. By family
request, please omit floral offerings. For those wishing to do so, memorial
contributions may be made to the Steven-Swan Humane Society or to The
Alzheimer's Assn.; envelopes will be available at the service. Relatives and
friends are respectfully invited to attend Rose’s Mass of Christian Burial which
will be celebrated on Monday morning at 10:00 a.m. at St. Anthony of Padua
Church. The family will receive visitors at the conclusion of the service.
Entombment will take place in Calvary Cemetery Mausoleum at the
convenience of the family.



Tribute Wall

Ms. Perta was my 11th Grade Chemistry teacher as well. But | was
honored to be able to enjoy her company and knowledge as her
12th Grade Teacher's Assistant. No teacher at HH Arnold taught me
more, not just about Chemistry, but about studying, being respectful,
and doing the right thing. And that's with so many fantastic teacher
role models from Wiesbaden! After | left | attended and graduated
from the USAF Academy. Without not only her Chemistry lessons,
but also her motivation, care, and kindness, | would not have been
able to do so well in Chemistry. Her wonderful teaching style
allowed me to validate all my Chemistry classes! She was truly one
of a kind and | never forgot her lessons. It's been a long time, but
despite all these years | wanted her family and friends to know what
a wonderful teacher... and person she was to so many of us High
School students!! RIP, Ms Perta. You'll never be forgotten!

Andreas Childers - June 11 at 09:05 PM
Ms. Perta was my 11th-grade chemistry teacher in Wiesbaden,

Germany. Of all my teachers from my high school time over 40
years ago, she is the one | remember. She had quite an impact.

Axel Newe - December 10, 2024 at 03:44 PM



Rose,
May you rest in peace.

You were a wonderful friend and mentor. As our Gen. H.H. Arnold
H.S. alumni headline read after a reunion, "Miss Perta - Teacher
Extrordinaire.” You touched so many lives with your love of teaching
and your kindness to others.

Thank you for 30 years of a wonderful friendship. | loved all my
visits whether we traveled or stayed around your house. | loved
helping you. | felt honored to be your friend. You mean the world to
me. | love you very much. Thank you for your interest in my
success.

Love,

Kim Christensen

"The Rotten Kid"##timported-begin##Kim Christensen##imported-
end##

March 17, 2008 at 01:50 AM
Our prayers are with Rose and the Perta family..Rose was an
inspiration for many of us in our early years..##imported-

beginittteleanor and eugene benman##imported-end##

March 16, 2008 at 07:24 AM



