
Rocco D. (Ambrose) Ambruso
December 10, 1919 - July 11, 2009

Mr. Rocco D. (Ambrose) Ambruso, age 89, of Utica, passed away on
Saturday, July 11, 2009 at the Faxton-St. Luke’s Healthcare Center with his
family by his side. 

 Born in Utica on December 10, 1919, Rocco was the son of the late Dominick
and Jennie (Coppola) Ambruso. Raised and educated locally, he was a
member of the first graduating class at T. R. Proctor High School and was
honored as the Salutatorian of the Class of 1938. A member of the Greatest
Generation, Rocco was a veteran of World War II serving his country in the
U.S. Army. On November 11, 1944 he married the former Gloria C. Ciccone
with whom he shared a loving and devoted union of 64 years. 

 For a period of 34 years, Rocco worked for the F. X. Matt Brewing Co.,
formerly the West End Brewing Co. in various departments, retiring after many
years of service. He was a member of the American Legion Post #229, the
Independent Order of Foresters, and the North Utica Senior Center. He was a
parishioner of St. Peters Church. 

 Rocco is survived by his wife, Gloria; his daughters and son-in-law, Eleanor
M. DeVito, and Bonnie and Dominick Purpura, all of North Utica; his
grandchildren, John, Jr. and Joanne DeVito of Albany, Kelly and Michelle
DeVito of VA, Robert and Jennifer Schafer of Syracuse, Richard Schafer, and
Dawn and Nicholas Cardillo, both of Yorkville; and his great-grandchildren,
Nicholas DeVito, Michael DeVito, Christine DeVito, Dylan and Logan DeVito,
and Eden Schafer. Survivors also include his sister, Anne Brown of



Whitesboro; his brothers and sisters-in-law, Dominick and Marie Ambruso,
Donald and Carol Ambrose, and Michael and Frances Ambrose, all of Utica;
nieces, nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews, cousins, and in-laws, Ferdy
and Ernest Demarais, and Teresa and Anthony Pecorello. Rocco will also be
missed by his many good friends. He was predeceased by his son-in-law,
John A. DeVito, Sr. and Gary Hovish; his sister, Theresa LaPaglia; his brother,
Joseph Ambrose; and his in-laws, John Ciccone, Eleanor Ciccone, and Louis
Ciccone. 

 The family is grateful to the nurses and staff of the I.C.U and the A Team of
the 5th floor of the Faxton-St. Luke's Healthcare Center, also acknowledging
Dr. John Tretter, Dr. Kevin Nelson, Dr. Charles Eldredge, Dr. Mathew
Ulahannan, and Dr. Ira Tisch for all the care and compassion shown to Rocco
and his family. 

 Visitation will be held on Monday from 4-6 at the Eannace Funeral Home, Inc.,
932 South St., corner of Hammond Ave. By family request, please omit floral
offerings. Rocco’s funeral service will commence on Tuesday morning at 9:00
from the funeral home and at 10:00 at St. Peter’s Church in N. Utica where his
Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated with Military Honors. Interment will
take place at Calvary Cemetery at the convenience of the family.
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July 17, 2009 at 01:49 PM

Dear Gloria, Eleanor, and Bonnie, 
Please accept my condolences. My parents always spoke highly of
Rock. He was a wonderful husband and father. May the memories
you hold in your heart bring you comfort. May you feel God's
presence during this time of sadness. 
Marianne Manfredo Gazzilli 
La Crescenta, CA##imported-begin##Mrianne Manfredo
Gazzilli##imported-end##

July 16, 2009 at 04:12 PM

Gloria - remembering you and Rocco at Candlewyck Apts - I'm so
sorry to hear of his passing - I hope you are well and I will keep you
in my thoughts and prayers. Sincerely, Nancy Clark##imported-
begin##Nancy Clark##imported-end##

July 14, 2009 at 02:19 PM

We are very sorry to hear about your loss. Please except our
deepest sympathy. 
I remember from my childhood many happy things about both Roc
and Gloria. Spending time at their house with the girls and you both
so nice to my sister Diane and I. 
May God ease your pain and help you to deal with his
loss.##imported-begin##Lynette(Doxie)& Roger
VanSlyke##imported-end##
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July 13, 2009 at 09:39 PM

Bonnie, 
We are so sorry for your loss! Our thoughts and prayers are with
you!! Please let us know if we can do anything to help!! 
Love, 
Alicia & Dan Smith##imported-begin##Dan & Alicia
Smith##imported-end##

July 13, 2009 at 07:41 PM

I was very sorry to hear of Rocks passing,, I used to sell he and his
wife cars when i worked at Ed Blask Ford,years ago,he and his wife
were very nice people. I offer his wife and family my condolences
and my prayers are with them.##imported-begin##WILLIAM M
LIS##imported-end##

July 13, 2009 at 09:55 AM

My Prayers and deepest sympathy are with you##imported-
begin##Ellen GIGLIOTTI Gerace##imported-end##

July 12, 2009 at 02:33 PM

Bonnie, Rick, and Dawn, 
I am so sorry to hear about your loss. May he rest in peace. My
prayers are with all of you.##imported-begin##Debbie
Barbero##imported-end##


