Mr. Nicolas Irizarry

October 29, 1928 - January 31, 2018

UTICA - Mr. Nicolas Irizarry, age 89, went home to the Lord and his wife when
he passed away on Wednesday, January 31, 2018 at the St. Luke’'s Home
with his loving family by his side.

Born in Adjuntas, Puerto Rico on October 29, 1928, Nicolas was the son of
the late Pablo Juan and Venera (Molina) Irizarry. He was raised and educated
in Puerto Rico. On July 24, 1948 he married the former Leonor Gerena with
whom he shared his life and his love for 55 years prior to her passing on
October 18, 2003. They were blessed with 8 children, and Nicolas provided
for them, loved them, and guided them. The couple came to Utica in 1961 and
appreciated the city and all the opportunities available to them.

Nicolas worked as a tow motor operator at Lucas Aerospace, the position
from which he retired on February 14, 1992. He and his wife then returned to
his birthplace in Puerto Rico where he accepted a job as a greeter at the local
Wal-Mart. He was well-suited for this line of work since he was hospitable, and
loved interacting with people. After several years he returned to Utica to be
with his family.

Nicolas had a strong personality as protector and patriarch of his family. He
was wise and he knew the heart and mind of each of his children. He enjoyed
family gatherings, especially Sunday dinners featuring Leonor’s special
Spanish cuisine. His kids will always remember the family rides to Old Forge
in Papi’s station wagon. They were good times for everyone. Nicolas was a
politically minded person and part of the Utica Democratic Party. He was a



man of diverse interests including his passion for games of chance which
played a big role in his life. One of his prize possessions was his switch blade
which he talked about to his very last day. He was also fond of the casinos,
horse races, dominoes, and dice. Nicolas had great faith in the Lord and
worshipped at Historic Old St. John’s Church. He always gave the
bendiciones to the very end of his life.

Nicolas is survived by his children and their loves, Miriam Irizarry-Avelar and
her husband Elliot, Nicolas Irizarry Jr., Hilda Santiago whose husband Danny
Santiago passed away on May 23, 2017, Norma and Osvaldo Gonzalez,
Angel “Tony” Irizarry, and Delia and Juan Pena. He held close to his heart the
memory of his daughter, Linda M. Irizarry-Kimball who passed away on April
13, 2011; and his son, Carlito Irizarry who died in infancy. He was
affectionately known to his grandchildren and the next generation as the “Old
Goat”, Adrian Rivera, Daniel A. Santiago Sr. and Dora Colon, Arnaldo R.
Santiago, Nicholas and Patti-Anne Santiago; Krystal Gonzalez, Joshua and
Ashley Pena, Nicole Pena; Lynn Ann Irizarry, and Mark Anthony Irizarry; and
the cherished memory of his grandson Christopher Rivera who preceded him;
his great-grandchildren, Kristin, Camarin, Karina, and Cailee Rivera; Daniel
“Boobie” Santiago Jr., D’Marco Santiago; Arielle Linda Santiago; twins
Alexandria and Olivia Irizarry-Hatfield; Gabriella, Isabella, and Grayson
Irizarry; Christopher Pena; and Arlianna Santiago; his sister, Elisa Irizarry
Molina; brothers and sisters-in-law, Felipe and Judith Irizarry, Juan Irizarry Sr.,
Emilio and Gladys Irizarry, Natividad Irizarry, and Enrique and Gloria Irizarry;
many nieces, nephews, with special mention of Aminadab and wife Amanda
Irizarry who he was very close with, great-nieces, great-nephews, cousins,
and in-laws, Ana Rosa Irizarry, Jose Gerena, Luis Gerena, and Delia Gerena.
Nicolas’ world was filled with loving family and his life was filled with wonderful
friends, young and old alike and he especially appreciated the beauty of
women. He was predeceased by his sister and brother-in-law, Anita “Ana” and
Armondo Zayas; and his brothers and sister-in-law, Santos . Irizarry Molina
and Elsa Molina, and Pablo M. “Pavin” Irizarry.



The family would like to thank the staff of the St. Luke’s Home/Barton East for
providing such personal, compassionate care to Nicolas and his family. They
went above and beyond for him and this experience will remain in their hearts.
Visitation will be held Sunday from 2:00-4:00 at the Eannace Funeral Home,
Inc., 932 South St., corner of Hammond Ave. By family request, please omit
floral offerings. Relatives and friends are respectfully invited to attend Nicolas’
funeral service and Celebration of Life which will commence on Monday
morning at 10:00 at Historic Old St. John’s Church where his Mass of
Christian Burial will be offered by Rev. John Buehler. Interment will take place
in Calvary Cemetery at the convenience of the family.



Tribute Wall

=
EmpressL My thoughts and prayers are with the entire family and friends.
Carretero
EmpressLydia Carretero - February 27, 2018 at 12:27 AM
The loss of a great family member like Mr. Irizarry is profound. His
impact on his family and friends cannot be ignored, but to cherish
fondly. As you reflect on his life, reflect also on the words of Isaiah
65: 20-25 to give you strength and hope for a better future ahead.
J.Etienne - February 09, 2018 at 11:43 AM
Salvatore Salvatore Roccuzzo lit a candle in memory of "
Roccuzzo Mr. Nicolas Irizarry

Salvatore Roccuzzo - February 06, 2018 at 08:05 AM

Love's Embrace Roses — White was purchased
for the family of Mr. Nicolas Irizarry.

February 02, 2018 at 03:55 PM


https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4330&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4330&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Miriam,

| am so sorry to hear of your dads passing. You and your family will
be in my prayers.

Corky.

Corky - February 02, 2018 at 02:28 PM

Nunca olvidaré nuestra ultima bailada en la cocina de la casa de tu
yerno e hija Danny e Hilda..que mucho nos reimos viejo que Dios te
tenga en su gloria...nunca te olvidaré...te aprecia mucho...Gisela

Gisela - February 01, 2018 at 08:42 PM

Like the song that he liked Mi Querido Viejo. He was mi querido
viejo. He taught me to take care of myself and do not take anything
from anyone. | will always be La pendegjita y llorona. But if needed |
remember what he taugh me. Love you always. We fough but |
would not change a moment of my life with Mi querido viejo.

Miriam Irizarry-Avelar - February 01, 2018 at 12:37 PM

My thoughts and prayers are with you and your loved ones. So sorry
for your loss. May God give you all strength in these tough moments.
RIP to an amazing man | was honored to know. God bless you all

always J s

Mary Roman - February 02, 2018 at 07:29 AM



Oh my God, so many good memories over the last 50 years--the
food, the drink, the music, the parties, the holidays, and especially
La Palma, which for many of us was really "el ultimo brinco". |
remember the partying that went on "hasta el amanecer”. Always
such good times and fond memories. Nicolas, you lived the good
life. May you rest in peace. Frankito

Frankito Calaprice - February 01, 2018 at 12:27 PM

B
Edmpress Memories live forever.
Carretert
EmpressLydia Carretero - February 27, 2018 at 12:25 AM
[ Adrian
Rivera Will always love and miss you grampa. may god bless you.

Adrian Rivera - February 01, 2018 at 11:28 AM

Hasta luego querido viejo, gracias por todas las veces que me hiciste
reir con tus ocurrencias. Por tu carifio incondicional.

Janet Santiago Maldonado - February 01, 2018 at 03:37 PM



