
Mrs. Mary (Morreale) Ritz
May 30, 1930 - March 18, 2024

NEW YORK MILLS - Mrs. Mary (Morreale) Ritz, age 93, passed away
peacefully on Monday, March 18, 2024 surrounded by the love of her family. 

 

Born in Utica on May 30, 1930 at Memorial Hospital, Mary was the daughter
of the late Rosario and Catherine (LaBarbera) Morreale. She attended
Wetmore Elementary School and was a graduate of T.R. Proctor High
School/Class of 1948. Mary remained active on the Planning Committees for
class reunions with much due diligence. She went on to graduate from the
Utica School of Commerce where she learned valuable office tools. At one
time, she was wed to the late Robert Ritz, and to that marriage came the
blessing of two precious children. They were her two gems; her garnet and
her ruby. 

 

Mary began her professional career at Utica Mutual Insurance Company,
followed by her employment with the General Electric Company, French Road
location in the Accounting Office where she was an Administrative Executive
Secretary. She subsequently accepted a Civil Service appointment at City Hall
holding positions in the City of Utica Corporation Counsel and the
Comptroller’s Office. Over time, Mary’s ability to interact with people, her
knowledge of stenography and skill at shorthand, and her vested rights with
General Electric became her pathway back to French Road as a valuable
employee in the Engineering Department as an Executive Administrative



Assistant, the position from which she retired in 1993 after 25 years of service
to the company. Never one to be idle, Mary emerged from retirement to work
part-time for the Board of Elections and serve as a Pollster on Election Days.
The final chapter in the chronicle of Mary’s career was set in New York Mills
Elementary School where she worked as a teacher’s aide… so loved by her
co-workers and the children she helped every day. 

 

Mary was blessed with an extended family of loved ones who watched over
one another with the compassion of “Depression Era babies.” Although they
never forgot the sadness of those who never came back from World War II,
they treasured the happiness of the family members who returned. Mary
always appreciated the joy of life and the bounty of the garden. It was tough,
but it was fun. Sundays were shared at Aunt Rose’s house where everyone
gathered for pasta. Holidays were highlighted with the Christmas Eve Feast of
the Seven Fishes, traditions, and many graces. She often recalled her most
precious memories as “the simple joys of life.” Her most treasured memory of
childhood was coming home from church to her mother’s pot of sauce,
dunking in the ends of the bread, and dancing in the kitchen to Italian Opera
with her mother who called her “Madiooch.” 

 

As the matriarch of her family, Mary was a nurturing and selfless soul. She
would open her home to anyone, and often host large gatherings for no
occasion other than to have her house filled with love. Her children admired
how she provided for them as a single mom. She was an amazing woman —
protective, supportive, and loving. She taught her kids the values of hard
work, honesty, and to give of themselves. Mary and her children considered
Helen and Jackie Gollegly extended family; they traveled, shared holidays,
and their love of Italian cuisine. They made things happen and created many
wonderful memories of great times. In her leisure time, Mary was a voracious
reader of romance novels, and in her later years, romantic history genres with
a touch of mystery. Among her favorite authors were Annie Garrett, Stephanie



Laurens, Julia Quinn, and Janet Dailey. 
 

Mary’s greatest joy was her children. She was always grateful that they
rewarded her with equal love and respect. Her perspective changed when she
became a grandmother at 63 and was blessed with her first grandchild,
Alyssa, who was the “heart of my heart” - her “Cuore Del Mia Cuore.” Her love
and pride also ran deeply for Jessica and Anthony and carried in her heart
was the memory of grandson Robert Joseph Ritz. 

 

Mary took great pride during her retired years by spending most of it with her
grandchildren - many of her grandchildren’s friends looked to Mary as their
own and fondly called her “Gram.” She helped with summer assignments and
would support them through their various athletic endeavors. Attending Utica
College volleyball, field hockey, football, and hockey games was a joy to Mary.
Mary spent many holidays surrounded by her adopted UC family playing
cards and games around the table. 

 

The love of the Lord shined on Mary during her childhood at St. Anthony of
Padua Church in an East Utica close-knit community. Mary credits her mother
for always encouraging her strong catholic faith and Italian heritage. Mary
loved and faithfully attended Mass. She became a member of the Adoration
Society and the Sacred Heart of Jesus Society, volunteered at the annual
Bazaars, and helped count the Sunday collections. She was a spiritual
supporter of the parish. In her later years, she was a communicant of Mary,
Mother of Our Savior Parish, Rosary Campus. 

 

Mary is survived by her son and daughter-in-law, Robert R. and Suzanne
(McLean) Ritz; her daughter, Jeana “Gigi” Nicotera; and her grandchildren,
Alyssa “Lissy Lou” Nicotera & fiancé Liam Callahan; Jessica Ritz, the loving
memory of her grandson Robert Joseph Ritz who passed on August 26, 2002,



and Anthony Ritz. Mary also leaves her ex-son-in-law, Steve Nicotera, with
whom she maintained a close bond. Mary held close to her heart the memory
of her sister and brother-in-law, Domenica “Mae” and Rocco A. Galimo; and
brother, Rosario “Russ” Morreale II. She also leaves her special niece and
godchild, Julie Galimo-Dybacz; her great-nephew, Roman, his wife Jen, and
their daughter, Ashlynn Dybacz; nephew and godson, Peter Polera and family;
nephew, Russ and his wife Gail Morreale and family; niece, Cathy and her
husband Joe Fitzgerald and family; goddaughter, Cindy and her husband
Kenny Klein and family; in-laws, Marie Morreale, and Marie Polera (the late
Ralph Polera); Joe and Dale Ritz, and Tim and Ginny Callahan and family;
and Mary’s many loved, honored, and cherished friendships from multiple
generations, that were granted through her God-given gift of listening and
conversing with compassion, including Carmella Sciortino, Janet Gurley, and
Sharon Gulla. Mary never forgot the love and relationships she shared with
friends who preceded her, Helen Gollegly, Josephine Cangello, Florie
Scarchilli, and Angela Pedone Longo. She was additionally predeceased by
her niece, Regina “Gina” Ferguson; and great-niece, Andrea Dybacz whom
she held very dear to her heart. Mary would also like to remember three
families that were so important in her life: the Pedone Family, the McLean
Family, and the Piperata Family. 

 

The family extends sincere appreciation to Dr. Manzurul Sikder, Dr. Arul
Kannan and their staffs for such professional guidance, hope, and wonderful
care provided to Mary and her family; to the staff of The Abraham House,
Rome who truly made their house our home; and to Bonnie McCarthy and
Shirley Graziano Mary’s two caregivers who provided love, companionship
and excellent care. 

 

Visitation will be held Tuesday, March 26, 2024 from 4:00-7:00 p.m. at the
Eannace Funeral Home, Inc., 932 South St., corner of Hammond Ave.
Memorial contributions in Mary’s honor may be made to the Abraham House



online at https://www.theabrahamhouse.org, or the Kirkland Town Library
online at https://www.kirklandtownlibrary.org for always making her reading
material available with such courtesy; envelopes will also be available at the
funeral home. Relatives and friends are respectfully invited to attend Mary’s
funeral service and Celebration of Life which will commence on Wednesday,
March 27, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. at St. Anthony & St. Agnes Church, 422 Tilden
Ave., where her Mass of Christian Burial will be offered. Interment will take
place in Calvary Cemetery at the convenience of the family.



Cemetery Details

Calvary Cemetery

2407 Oneida Street
Utica, NY 13501
(315) 735-2727

Previous Events

Visitation

MAR 26. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

Eannace Funeral Home, Inc.
932 South Street 

 corner of Hammond Ave.
Utica, NY 13501
(315) 724-6714
eannacefh@roadrunner.com

Funeral Service

MAR 27. 10:00 AM (ET)

St. Anthony & St. Agnes Church
422 Tilden Ave.
Utica, NY 13501
(315) 732-1177
https://www.stanthonystagnes.com/

mailto:eannacefh@roadrunner.com
https://www.stanthonystagnes.com/
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SL

Veronica Sykes - May 22, 2024 at 09:55 AM

Veronica Sykes lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary (Morreale) Ritz

Scott Leonard - March 27, 2024 at 07:49 AM

For a few years around 1990 Mary worked for me as my
administrative assistant at GE. She was a wonderful, talented,
sweet woman. I enjoyed working with her and valued her
assistance. I've often wondered over the years how she was doing
and was not surprised to read in her obituary all that she had done--
she was spirited and hardworking, always looking to make things
better. I am sorry I was not able to attend her calling hours or
service but I keep all of her family in my prayers. May God comfort
you in your grieving even as you celebrate her life. Scott Leonard

JN

Jeana Nicotera - March 31, 2024 at 07:17 PM

Scott, thank you so very much for writing this wonderful memory of my
mom! She always spoke very highly of you and enjoyed working with
you at GE! Thank you again.





TT



March 25, 2024 at 09:48 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Mrs. Mary (Morreale) Ritz.

The New England Pepsi Team - March 25, 2024 at 04:30 PM

The New England Pepsi Team planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mrs. Mary (Morreale) Ritz.

March 25, 2024 at 04:30 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Mrs. Mary (Morreale) Ritz.

https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser




YF

Eannace Funeral Home, Inc. - March 25, 2024 at 01:22 PM

131 files added to the album LifeTributes

March 25, 2024 at 12:25 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Mrs. Mary (Morreale) Ritz.

Your D'Arcangelo Syracuse Family - March 25, 2024 at 11:37 AM

Your D'Arcangelo Syracuse Family planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mrs. Mary (Morreale) Ritz.

https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Your D'Arcangelo Syracuse Family - March 25, 2024 at 11:37
AM

Your D'Arcangelo Syracuse Family purchased
the Lavender Reflections Spray for the family of
Mrs. Mary (Morreale) Ritz.

Laura (Kellogg) Stockton - March 25, 2024 at 10:37 AM

I knew Mary as a child, and she was Mrs. Ritz
to me - a neighbor and Gigi & Robert’s Mom.
She was a strong woman who took care of us
when we were at her house. She put up with
our childish quests & noise and let us be kids.
As I got older and understood life a bit better, to me she became a
Mom who knew us well and looked after us as if we were her
own.She taught us all lessons in her understand way. As an adult
now, and as I read her fabulous obituary, I have to say that I wish I
knew her better. I'm sure she had many life stories to share. Jeana
& Rob, I hope the memories will carry you through the hard times
and make you smile!! You were loved by her so very much! XOXOX
- Laura (Kellogg) Stockton

JN

Jeana C Nicotera - March 25, 2024 at 12:25 PM

Laura,
  

Thank you so much for an amazingly beautiful message. Boy did we
have some fun times on Steuben Street growing up!! I really do
appreciate you taking the time to share this memory with me and my
family. Means more than you know!!!! Be well. xoxoxox

https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Alan and Dianne - March 25, 2024 at 09:39 AM

Alan and Dianne purchased the Beautiful in Blue
for the family of Mrs. Mary (Morreale) Ritz.

March 24, 2024 at 06:26 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Mrs. Mary (Morreale) Ritz.

From the OG Fat Bob's Crew - March 24, 2024 at 03:54 PM

From the OG Fat Bob's Crew planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mrs. Mary (Morreale) Ritz.

From the OG Fat Bob's Crew - March 24, 2024 at 03:54 PM

From the OG Fat Bob's Crew purchased the Fair
est of All for the family of Mrs. Mary (Morreale)
Ritz.

https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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March 23, 2024 at 11:20 PM

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of
Mrs. Mary (Morreale) Ritz.

Veronica Sykes - March 23, 2024 at 07:51 AM

Sending my upmost condolences what a
beautiful lady I will miss seeing you at Vernon
downs

JN
Jeana C Nicotera - March 24, 2024 at 12:33 PM

Veronica. She loved seeing you and would talk of you often. xoxoxo

Veronica Sykes - March 23, 2024 at 07:49 AM

Veronica Sykes lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Mary (Morreale) Ritz

https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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FRANK CALAPRICE - March 22, 2024 at 02:04 PM

Mary and I were next door neighbors for 20 years. She was an
absolute delight. She was a strong woman who raised her children
as the best they could be. She was a great cook and baker, too! I
have only fond memories of the years that we lived closely together.
My sincerest condolences to Rob and Gigi. We have truly lost a
very special lady. May she rest in peace.

JN

Jeana Nicotera - March 23, 2024 at 05:48 AM

Francis. What a smile it brings me thinking of our upbringing on
Steuben Street and our time with you and your family. Thank you for
sharing such a beautiful memory! She was one of a kind! Xoxoxo 

 -Gigi

Marie Polera, Joe and Dale Ritz - March 21, 2024 at 09:07 PM

Marie Polera, Joe and Dale Ritz purchased the Bl
ue Caribbean Bouquet for the family of Mrs. Mary
(Morreale) Ritz.

https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Jeanette M Penge - March 21, 2024 at 07:39 PM

I worked with Mary for many years at General Electric. She was a
wonderful woman who devoted herself to hard work, family and all
that centered around making people appreciate life. Mary was
always smiling, and whenever we met up, caught up on mutual
friends and family. She loved life to the fullest! 

  
May she rest in the arms of the angels, and the memories of her
being, bring you comfort and healing. 

  
Jeanette Penge

JN

Jeana Nicotera - March 23, 2024 at 05:50 AM

Thank you so much for sharing this with us! I love to hear of her days
at GE! 

 -Jeana

The Cangello family - March 21, 2024 at 05:10 PM

The Cangello family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mrs. Mary
(Morreale) Ritz.

The Cangello family - March 21, 2024 at 05:10 PM

The Cangello family purchased the Be My Love B
ouquet with Red Roses for the family of Mrs.
Mary (Morreale) Ritz.

https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4271&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4271&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4271&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


BA
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JG

Brittany and Tyler Adamczyk - March 21, 2024 at 04:40 PM

Brittany and Tyler Adamczyk planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mrs. Mary (Morreale) Ritz.

Brittany and Tyler Adamczyk - March 21, 2024 at 04:40 PM

Brittany and Tyler Adamczyk purchased the Swe
et Tenderness for the family of Mrs. Mary
(Morreale) Ritz.

Janice Greer - March 21, 2024 at 04:35 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

JN

Jeana Nicotera - March 23, 2024 at 05:52 AM

I'm so in love with this picture. Thank you for sharing with us!! We are
adding it to our video tribute :) 

 -Jeana

https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2980&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2980&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2980&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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JG

Bonnie McCarthy - March 21, 2024 at 04:34 PM

There is much to say about my “newest oldest friend!” I had the
blessing of carrying for Mary for over a year ! I took away from her
way more than I gave ! Lessons, knowledge, wisdom, style,
priorities, true family values, history (covering 88 years as her first
memories began at the age of five)! Most importantly how to love
people no matter how challenging that may be! Italian life in Utica
took on a whole new meaning to me! I truly acquired an
appreciation for Italian opera! Memories of Mary will forever be in
my heart ! Also every chance I get I will watch The Price Is Right!

JN

Jeana Nicotera - March 23, 2024 at 05:54 AM

What a beautiful tribute. Thank you Bonnie for taking such amazing
care of our little lady. She truly loved you  
-Jeana

Janice Greer - March 21, 2024 at 04:29 PM

To Mary’s family, 
So sorry for your loss …I did her hair and Helen’s hair for many
years …they were good friends of my mom Pauline Stemmer. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you at this difficult time…. Janice
Greer

JN
Jeana Nicotera - March 23, 2024 at 05:55 AM

I remember her always telling me about how much she loved coming to
your salon. Thank you!!


