
Mr. Louis J. Astafan
September 24, 1923 - December 9, 2015

Mr. Louis J. Astafan, Sr., age 92, a lifelong resident of North Utica, passed
away unexpectedly on Wednesday, December 9, 2015 in the comfort of his
home with his loving family by his side. 

 Born in Utica on September 24, 1923, Louis was the son of the late Scander
and Marshe (Ferris) Astafan. He attended St. Francis DeSales School and
graduated from Utica Free Academy. A proud veteran of the United States
Army, Louis honorably served his country during World War II as a demolition
expert and later worked with nuclear weapons. He worked at Griffiss Air Force
Base from the end of the War until his retirement in 1978. His positions ranged
from disposing of nuclear weapons to the position of Chief of Management
and Supply at the time of his retirement. On February 9, 1947 he was united
in marriage to the former Mae Bellamah, a union of 68 years. Mae, the love of
his life, passed away on August 31, 2015. 

 As a loving patriarch, Louis focused on the most important thing in his life - his
family. He was a best friend to his children and he loved to spend time with his
sons who pursued the same interests as their father. Louis left his children
with a beautiful legacy of how to treat those you love. Louis was a life member
of the Disabled American Veterans and the American Legion Post #229 in
North Utica, the American Radio Relay League, and he was also a licensed
Amateur Radio Operator/KE2PG. He was a faithful parishioner of St. Louis
Gonzaga Church. 

 Louis is survived by a daughter, Joyce Astafan with whom he shared a home



in North Utica; a son, Scander Astafan and his family Sandy and Cassandra
of Schuyler; a daughter, Marcia Astafan of NY Mills; and a son, Louis Astafan
Jr. and his wife Diana of Mohawk and his grandchildren, Danielle and her
husband Patrick Wilson of Troy, NY, and Louis Astafan III of Frankfort. Also
sharing in this loss is his brother and sister-in-law, Peter and Alice Astafan of
Carmichael, CA; many nieces, nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews,
cousins, and in-laws. He was predeceased by his brother and sister-in-law,
Joseph and Joan (Zegibe) Astafan of New Hartford. 

 The family is grateful to the personnel of Hospice & Palliative Care, Inc. for the
care they offered to his wife Mae during her final journey in August, 2015.
They compassionately tended to her every need. 

 Visitation will be held Sunday from 5:00-8:00 at the Eannace Funeral Home,
Inc., 932 South St., corner of Hammond Ave. Memorial contributions in his
memory may be considered to Hospice & Palliative Care, Inc. at http://www.ho
spicecareinc.org/donate/donate-online/; envelopes will be available at the
funeral home. The Prayer of Incense will be offered at 7:45 p.m. during
visitation at the funeral home. A Celebration of Louis’ life will be held on
Monday morning at 9:00 from the funeral home and at 10:00 at St. Louis
Gonzaga Church, 520 Rutger Street, where his Divine Liturgy of the Faithful
Departed will be offered by Chorbishop John D. Faris and Deacon Paul
Salamy with Military Honors conferred by the United States Army. Interment
will follow graveside in Calvary Cemetery.



Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 13. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Eannace Funeral Home, Inc.
932 South Street 

 corner of Hammond Ave.
Utica, NY 13501
(315) 724-6714
eannacefh@roadrunner.com

Funeral Service

DEC 14. 10:00 AM (ET)

St. Louis Gonzaga Church
520 Rutger Street
Utica, NY 13501
(315) 732-6019

mailto:eannacefh@roadrunner.com


Tribute Wall
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stanley gerstein - December 15, 2015 at 11:21 AM

I had the highest regards for Louis, a fellow army veteran, ham
radio operator and real all-around fine guy. When ever I saw him at
his home he was always the consummate gentleman and would
offer wise advice when asked. Most proud of his family, his country,
his religion, his work history and his city. I found him to be an
honorable and descent man. His talent of religious devotion coupled
with a very high degree of scientific intelligence and spirituality
made him a rare and unique individual. I know how much you all
miss his loving care and devotion as you continue to honor the
values and principles for which he stood. 

  
Rabbi Stanley Gerstein 

 New Hartford,NY
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Robert Sherman - December 15, 2015 at 08:21 AM

Astafan Family, 
  

I was very sorry to hear about the passing of your beloved father,
grandfather, brother, brother-in-law, uncle, cousin, and in-law, Louis.
 
I have added you and your family to my daily prayer list. And, when
I attend mass on Sunday, I will add you and your family to our
parish book of prayers. 

  
May our Good Lord continue to watch over, bless, protect, comfort
and console you and your family as you endure yet another difficult,
trying and sad time in your lives coming on the heels of the passing
of your family matriarch Mae, this past August. 

  
My heartfelt sympathy goes out to you and your family in your time
of loss and sorrow. 

  
God Bless. 

  
Rob Sherman

December 12, 2015 at 03:24 PM

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was
purchased for the family of Mr. Louis J. Astafan.

https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=639&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=639&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Irene Astafan and family - December 12, 2015 at 02:29 PM

Irene Astafan and family purchased the Blue & W
hite Sympathy Floor Basket for the family of Mr.
Louis J. Astafan.

https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=639&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=639&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=639&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

