Mrs. Loretta (Spina) Leach
Moccaldi

January 28, 1937 - May 8, 2026

UTICA — After a fruitful life, Mrs. Loretta (Spina) Leach Moccaldi, age 89, was
called home to be with the Lord on Friday, May 8, 2026. Not only in life, but
also during her final journey, she was never without her family and friend’s
love, thoughts, and prayers.

Born in Utica on January 28, 1937, Loretta was the daughter of the late
Rosario and Christine (Torchia) Spina. She was a graduate of T.R. Proctor
High School, Class of 1955. Over the course of a fulfilling and successful
career as a librarian, she worked in several local facilities, including the East
Utica Branch of the Utica Public Library on Lansing Street, and the T.R.
Proctor High School and J.F. Kennedy Junior High School libraries. She
retired in 1992 after contributing 38 years of conscientious and dedicated
service to students, library goers, and book lovers throughout the community.
Also, beginning in 1958, she pursued a second professional path as well, that
of piano instructor to many budding local pianists.

On June 29, 1984, Loretta wed Kenneth Leach and their marriage spanned
ten years prior to his passing on October 30, 1994. She always held close to
her heart Kenneth’s family, son, Kevin Leach and his wife, Wendy; and son-in-
law, Michael Stanek. Loretta was given the blessing of a second wonderful
marriage when she wed Anthony L. Moccaldi on May 18, 2002. Considering
their union to be one made in heaven, Loretta and Anthony shared a deeply



loving and devoted relationship, grounded in mutual respect, genuine
friendship, and unwavering care for one another. Their time together was filled
with warmth and companionship, and even after his passing on September 6,
2014, the love they shared remained a lasting and cherished part of her heart.
From that blessed union she dutifully embraced her role as stepmother to
Deborah Moccaldi-Olivadese, and Ronald R. Moccaldi and his wife Rose
(Garcia) Moccaldi. She was preceded in death by her stepchildren, Anthony
A. Moccaldi, who passed away on January 13, 2022, James “Jimmy”
Moccaldi, and Cynthia Stanek. Both of Loretta’s relationships brought a
number of step-grandchildren, step great-grandchildren; and step-great-great-
grandchild.

Loretta’s daily life revolved around her family and friends. Possessing a
nurturer’s desire to care for people and a perfectionist’'s determination to make
everything right, she offered her help to anyone in need, especially those who
were afflicted with illness or physical problems. Ever willing to give selflessly
of her time and energy, she always placed the concerns of everyone else
before her own. Her sincere compassion and concern for others motivated her
to be a frequent visitor to nursing homes and hospitals where she provided
her company and support to those who were infirm. In addition, she was a
familiar face at local funeral homes and churches where she paid her respects
to deceased relatives and friends while offering condolences, comfort, and
sympathy to surviving family members. In 2014 she led a successful “Bra Give
Away” campaign where she collected over 500 bras to be distributed to
women in need residing within her community. Her caring nature even showed
itself in her loving devotion to her dog, Chico, both during his lifetime and in
her fond memories of him since his death in 1997. Along with all her good
works and dedication to others, she leavened her serious concerns with her
unigque and engaging sense of humor. She kept herself young and active by
the company she kept and the friendships she fostered.



Loretta was a lifelong and avid reader. In addition, she was fascinated by the
study of genealogy and especially enjoyed researching her own family tree. In
fact, she was affectionately referred to as “the Historian” by her family and
friends. She enjoyed listening to music and loved to dance. She was an active
member of the T.R. Proctor Class of '’55 Reunion Committee as well as the
Sigma Chi Alpha Sorority; Loretta cherished the lifelong bond she shared with
her Sigma Chi Alpha sorority sisters. No matter how much time passed, they
stayed connected, sharing laughter, memories, and a sense of understanding
that only they could know. Their sisterhood remained a steady and meaningful
part of her life. Loretta held each of them close to her heart and deeply missed
those who preceded her, finding comfort in the lasting connection they all
shared.

During her childhood and for many years after, she was a faithful parishioner
of St. Mary of Mt. Carmel Church and St. Agnes Church. A prayer warrior,
Loretta’s prayer list was endless, and she generously devoted her time and
God-given spirituality to each person and intention she held close. Her
devotion to the Lord was deeply felt and reflected to others in a truly
benevolent manner.

Loretta was born one of three children and shared her whole heart with her
sister, Sister Daniella Spina, O.S.F., who passed away in 2013, and whose
memory remained ever close to her. She also cherished her brother, Stephen
Adams, who passed away in 2002.

Loretta is survived by many cousins from the Spina, Torchia, and Coco
families, with Joann Spina-Tomasetti, Danielle Coco-Brucker, and Tony
Esposito holding a profound place in Loretta’s life, their devotion constant
throughout; godchildren; and her brother-in-law, Louis Mastroianni (the late
Rosemary Mastroianni) and their family. Loretta shared an enduring and



respectful friendship and bond with Nancy Eannace. She was additionally
predeceased by her step great-granddaughter, Kylah Leach; her brother-in-
law and sister-in-law, Anthony and Beverly Annese, and her mother-in-law,
Louise Moccaldi.

The family gratefully acknowledges the exceptional care and compassion
provided by Dr. Jane Samson, Tatiana's Band of Angels, along with the
devoted staffs of Brookdale Assisted Living, the Masonic Home Wiley Hall,
Wynn Hospital, and Hospice and Palliative Care, Inc. Immense gratitude is
also extended to Kirstin Suda, Erica Holovit, Emanie Gorden, Remiza Sipic,
Natalie Allen, Jon Bosh, and Chris Huyck for the outstanding compassion and
kindness shown to Loretta and her family- these nurses and aides rendered
exemplary care, their attention to detail and commitment to perfection will
never be forgotten.

Relatives and friends are respectfully invited to attend Loretta’s Mass of
Christian Burial and Celebration of Life which will commence on Friday, May
22, 2026, at 12:00 p.m. at St. Anthony and St. Agnes Church, 422 Tilden Ave.
There will be an opportunity to greet her loved ones at the conclusion of Mass.
In lieu of floral offerings, for those wishing to do so, please consider memorial
contributions in Loretta’s memory to the American Diabetes Association online
at https://diabetes.org/?form=Donate; envelopes will also be available at the
service. Entombment will take place in Calvary Mausoleum at the
convenience of the family.



Cemetery Details

Calvary Mausoleum

2407 Oneida Street
Utica, NY 13501
(315) 735-2727
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Tribute Wall

Eannace Funeral Home, Inc. - May 21 at 02:33 PM

Miss Spina, as I've known her was such a funny and loving person.
Proctor HS Library was a safe and welcoming space under her
care. | was also very close to her sister, Sr Daniella. We would write
letters to each other when she was in California. RIP Miss Spina
and thank you for being part of my high school years!

Mark Salamida - May 18 at 01:20 PM



Friend, neighbor, librarian, piano teacher (beautiful hands flying
across the keyboard), great listener, odd-job employer, quick/sharp
wit, Loretta was the warm, caring and generous heart of East Utica
for some of us growing up. The Lansing St. library was our
clubhouse, a safe space. She shared her orderly ways that,
decades later, we remember. Her superb memory and extensive
network knew no computer, still, when last we met 8-9 years ago.
She was working on her h.s. reunion at the time, still addressing
mail by hand. God Bless Loretta for the positive impact she had on
so many lives. Sincere sympathy to all who loved her. — Bobbie
Cavano

Bobbie Cavano - May 18 at 11:18 AM

My step mom Lorretta was a wonderful person.... She made sure to
make time for all of her family and friends! She never forgot
Birthdays or Anniversaries! | always enjoyed my visits with her...
what I’'m most grateful for, is how happy she made my father... RIP
Loretta, see you on the other side J|, Ronald Moccaldi

Ronnie Moccaldi - May 17 at 06:12 PM

| have so many memories of Loretta. She was the librarian across
the street on Lansing Street and at TR Proctor high. Always kind
and helpful. Most importantly, Loretta was a true friend to my mom
and to all of our family. Her caring nature and her spirituality made
her strong. Loretta was an inspiration and I'm sure she is with the
angels.

Angela Cattadoris Dowd - May 17 at 12:46 AM



We all felt the same. That little library was a big part of all our lives.
Loretta was the reason we enjoyed it so much. Angela it was so nice to
read your post

Johann Russo - May 17 at 08:36 AM
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Eannace Funeral Home, Inc. - May 14 at 06:50 PM

Miss Spina was my librarian and piano teacher. | will always
remember her as a kind,caring person who always greeted me with
a smile and kindness. She was a wonderful woman.

Angela LaNeve Chmielenski - May 14 at 09:53 AM

Remembering Ms Spina fondly from my days ]
living in EUtica and going to the library where

she always took good care of me from the .
day | got my library card. u

Christiana Conway - May 14 at 09:26 AM



Dear Loretta, You were my first inspiration in my love of reading.
From E.U. Library where you encouraged me to choose books
above my age grade (I always took your advice), then on to Proctor
(how many classes did | skip in order to spend time in the library
with those beautiful murals), to a true friendship beyond. My
husband and | bought our first home from you on Rutger St. and our
friendship continued - You will be truly missed by all who loved you!

Marion Sciortino Goodwin - May 14 at 09:23 AM

| first met Ms. Spina at the East Utica branch of the Public Library
as a child. She called me her Bookworm and encouraged my love of
reading. She was also the librarian at T. R. Proctor High. | will
always remember her warmth, positive attitude, and helpful nature.
Here’s to a life well lived. Donna Scarafile Jacobson.

Donna Jacobson - May 13 at 07:09 PM

Loretta was an icon in the community and a respected colleague at
Proctor. She also was instrumental in the revival of the Santa
Rosalia Society. She pointed out to us that her grandmother and
namesake, Loretta Spina, was a founder of the Women's Society in
1930. Rest in peace, Loretta.

Jim Delitto - May 13 at 04:58 PM

So sorry to hear of Loretta’s passing. She is now reunited with Andy &
the rest of Proctor HS class of 55. | especially loved her own genealogy
story. She is indeed an icon. RIP Loretta

Rosemary Anguish - May 16 at 07:17 PM



Ms Spina was such a special part of our East Utica community and
of so many of our childhood memories. | was lucky enough to know
her as a neighbor and as the librarian on Lansing St., and later
again as the librarian at Proctor.

Though tiny in stature, she had endless spunk, humor, and
personality. She truly was loved by all who knew her.

She will be remembered for the joy and kindness she brought to so
many of us. R.I.P. Ms. Spina

Joann (Turongian) Drescher

Joann Drescher - May 13 at 04:35 PM
A wonderful lady left fond memories at proctor Virginia orsino
Boehlert

Virginia boehlert - May 13 at 01:32 PM
| took piano lessons with my sister Barbara Rivecca Kallaur on
Friday nites. She was so kind and patient with me!! | remember
meeting her sister as well. Find memories of a wonderful woman!

Thanks Miss Spina

Lori Rivecca - May 13 at 12:42 PM



