
Mrs. Lena (Finocchiaro)
Tebsherany
August 20, 1921 - November 17, 2014

Mrs. Antonina “Lena” (Finocchiaro) Tebsherany, age 93, passed away on
Monday, November 17, 2014 in the comfort of her home with those who loved
her most by her side. 

 Born in Syracuse on August 20, 1921, Lena was the daughter of the late
Natale and Concetta (Nicotra) Finocchiaro; she spent her youth in Canastota.
On July 18, 1942, Lena married James J. “Teby” Tebsherany; they focused
their lives and goodness around family, and they knew each other’s hearts.
She kept his memory alive well after his passing on February 9, 1985. 
Everyone who was fortunate to have a Mom as precious as Lena could say a
million wonderful things about the many memories that good women of this
era provided for their families. Her children’s testimony speaks of a supportive
woman who encouraged them to live their dreams even when they seemed
impossible. She thought it was her job to defend them against the world. Yet, it
was her intuitive nature that made them understand reality. Her family was her
top priority and caring for them and her home was paramount. She was a
masterful cook and graciously blended both the Italian and Arabic cuisines.
Her table was bountiful and it was often said that she cooked for the masses,
and she herself never filled a plate until all were fed. Holidays, and all the
sacraments that her family received were celebrated, and the memories that
were created from these events were surely proof of how much she loved
them. Her home was kept meticulously; each day of the week she habitually
cleaned a part of it, and Tuesdays and Fridays were the two days she allowed



herself to tend to personal needs. If you looked around you would see her
precious Fenton glassware collection all about, and photos and gifts that
others gave her proudly displayed. Lena was wise in so many ways. She
never forgot where she came from and remembered each of her siblings and
their loves which gave her a strong foundation for the way she raised her own
children and cared for her grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

 

She afforded herself a pastime and that was watching old westerns and game
shows; she even enjoyed “Dancing With the Stars” because it was a reminder
of one of her own passions of gracing the dance floor. Her home parish was
St. Mary of Mt. Carmel/Blessed Sacrament Church. She prayed each morning
and was always accepting of receiving the body of Christ, and her Catholic
faith was of the greatest comfort to her. 

 When Lena left this life, she took her faith with her but left a legacy that was
filled with great love which she shared with her four children; they will carry in
their hearts her motherly advice and the concerns that she had for each of
them. And as Lena would have it please remember that at the end of each
thought she would say, “And all that too…” 

 Lena is survived by her daughter and son-in-law, Sandra T. and Anthony G.
Showa of Utica; her sons and daughter-in-law, James J. Tebsherany of New
Hartford, Joseph F. and Gigi Tebsherany of Naples, FL, and Rocco J.
Tebsherany with whom she shared a home. She will be lovingly remembered
by her grandchildren, Mary Beth Witte, Rebecca E. Blaise, Joseph James and
Tina Marie Showa; Kristin Marie Brown, Richelle Lynn Tenge, Michael and
Jennifer Tebsherany; and Justin and Carley Hogan. She will always be in the
hearts of her great grandchildren, Alexa, Nicole, and Brooke Witte; Kaitlyn,
and Allyson Blaise; and Bionca, and Anthony Showa. In addition she leaves
many nieces, nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews, cousins, and in-laws,
Marion Finocchiaro, Helen and John Jacobs, Comille Tebsherany, Jeanie
Tebsherany, and Joanne Czerw. Lena was the last survivor of her eight
siblings and their spouses, Conzetti A. “Connie” and Josephine Finocchiaro,



Louis and Katherine Finocchiaro, Angelo and Ruth Finocchiaro, Samuel
Finocchiaro, Joseph and Dorothy Finocchiaro, Kate and Anthony Luczak,
Mary Galizano, and Santa and Peter Todora, Sr.; and her in-laws, Joseph and
Sarah Tebsherany and their children, Joseph Tebsherany, Emil and Helen
Tebsherany (who passed away on November 16, 2014), Eva Kassis, and Olga
and Fred Layaou; her nephew, Peter Todora, Jr.; niece, Shelly Andrews; and
her son-in-law’s mother and her long time best friend, Sally C. Showa. 

 The family is grateful to Dr. Emil Wassel and his staff, and the wonderful staff
of Dr. Steven LaGrant. As Lena’s journey became more homebound, the
family welcomed the comforting care of Hospice and Palliative Care, Inc.; they
were blessed with RN Mary Ellen and numerous aides who tended to Lena
with such dignity and kindness. 

 Visitation will be held on Friday from 4-7 at the Eannace Funeral Home, Inc.,
932 South St., corner of Hammond Ave. By family request please omit floral
offerings. Lena’s funeral service and Celebration of Life will commence on
Saturday morning at 10:00 from the funeral home and at 11:00 at St. Mary of
Mt. Carmel/Blessed Sacrament Parish where her Mass of Christian Burial will
be offered by Rev. James Cesta and Rev. Saba Shofany. She will be laid to
rest next to her husband in St. Agnes Cemetery at the convenience of the
family.



Cemetery Details

St. Agnes Cemetery at the convenience of the family

601 Arthur Street
Utica, NY

Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 21. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

Eannace Funeral Home, Inc.
932 South Street 

 corner of Hammond Ave.
Utica, NY 13501
(315) 724-6714
eannacefh@roadrunner.com
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com

mailto:eannacefh@roadrunner.com
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/
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Eannace Funeral Home, Inc. - November 22, 2014 at 09:00 AM

Eannace Funeral Home, Inc. lit a candle in
memory of Mrs. Lena (Finocchiaro)
Tebsherany

George and Cindy Carzo - November 21, 2014 at 04:48 PM

Please accept our condolences. We are deeply sorry . George and
Cindy Carzo

Christine Finocchiaro-Jones - November 20, 2014 at 07:51 AM

So very sorry to hear the news. Aunt Lena was such a wonderful
person and was always the life of the party at any Finocchiaro
function she attended. She will be missed. My prayers and thoughts
go out to all of you. With much Love, Great Niece, Christine
Finocchiaro-Jones

denise doolen - November 20, 2014 at 07:39 AM

Denise Doolen lit a candle in memory of Mrs.
Lena (Finocchiaro) Tebsherany
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denise doolen - November 20, 2014 at 07:41 AM

So sorry for you loss.My Prayers and thoughts to Rock and all the
Family.

DG

denise giruzzi - November 20, 2014 at 10:30 AM

Becky...I am so very sorry for the loss of your grandmother. My prayers
go out to you and your entire family. You will have her in your heart
forever honey. She will always be with you.

LE

liz (marrone eaton - November 21, 2014 at 04:18 PM

So sorry to hear of your loss. Lena and Jim were the best. They were
so good to my husband and me. Always made us feel welcome. Sorry
about Aunt Santa also. Just heard about that a short while ago. I know
you have many wonderful family memories. God Bless. You all will be
in my prayers. Liz Marrone

Jose and Sarah Colon - November 19, 2014 at 07:31 PM

Sorry for your loss.

Sandy - November 19, 2014 at 03:20 PM

We at Dr Emile Wassel's office would like to share our condolences
with the family, and will surely miss seeing her in our office. It was a
pleasure to have known her.
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November 19, 2014 at 11:57 AM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Mrs. Lena (Finocchiaro) Tebsherany.

Russell Grogan - November 19, 2014 at 11:47 AM

She was truly a special lady, who I grow to love. I so appreciated
her sense of humor. I for one will truly miss her. My love and
sympathy to the entire family. Love Russ

Laurie Pettinelli - November 19, 2014 at 10:11 AM

My thoughts and prayers are with all of you at this time.

SUSAN RAHAUISER - November 19, 2014 at 03:31 AM

our treasured memory of lena is all about her she was and is and
will always be our lena she was loved so much by john and me .28
years she has been are sunshine always would look up to see her
on her little porch and johnny would tell her I am gonna get a bottle
for her and him she would laugh, Fridays we would wait for her to
come home around 2 in the afternoon from shopping and johnny
and cody would take her bags upstairs for her.she was the greatest
R.I.P. MOM.

https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4267&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4267&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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gigi tebsherany - November 20, 2014 at 08:09 PM

My beloved mother-in-law. How many times we sat and talked about
life and all the things that make it happen. I love you with all my heart
and wish I could be there in the end with you and all the family. I am
not ,so I will say that you were my rock star for years but no one ever
knew ,so I love you will miss you and think of our conversations
forever. Your Daughter-in-Law Gigi

DK

Daniel A Klockowski - November 29, 2014 at 09:55 AM

DEAR SANDY, TONY AND FAMILY We wish you all our prayers and
deepest sympathy for the loss of your beautiful mother. "May Her
Memory Be Eternal" Deacon Dan and Cindy Klockowski


