
Mr. Joseph R. "Joey"
Giovinazzo
November 14, 1940 - October 7, 2013

Mr. Joseph R. “Joey” Giovinazzo, age 72, a native Utican, and more recently
of Clayton, North Carolina passed away peacefully in his sleep at his home on
Monday, October 7, 2013. 

 On November 14, 1940, he was born the son of the late William and Florence
(Polazzi) Giovinazzo. A graduate of T.R. Proctor High School, he fondly
remembered those years filled with friendships and his athletic abilities,
especially in the sports of football and basketball. He also excelled in boxing
and was a Golden Glove champion for the greater Utica area. A patriotic man,
he proudly served in the US Army National Guard. He had a vast working
career which began with his affiliation with M&M Trucking Company, later
owning and operating J&J Transportation; although his heart and soul always
belonged to his time with “CRASH’S” working alongside his late Uncle Ralph.
Although he traveled and resided in numerous places throughout the US, his
true home was Utica. 

 In Alaska, he had been employed by GSA Fleet Management Services, where
he worked for over 22 years. It was during this time that he met the woman
who fulfilled his dreams. They returned to Utica in 1998 and at the site of
“CRASH’S” he was married to the former Sharon Butts. 

 The past 15 years were filled with adventure, support, and heartfelt love that
the couple felt for each other. They drew strength from one another, and his
life was made more complete from this team that they had built. 

 It was obvious to many that he was a born leader which began in his youth,



and this role was evident in the many relationships and manner in which he
chose to live his life. He was the kind of guy who loved life and had the ability
to help others see the good in themselves. He will be remembered as the life
of the party, an unforgettable man, as well as for his perpetual smile. When
you come from a family like his who innately knows how to respect others, you
are also graced with a unique sense of humor that belongs to the “Crash
family”. He had a sensitive and spiritual side that was very evident when he
and his wife had the opportunity to travel to the Vatican where he reconnected
with his religious roots. He found it comforting to pray the rosary daily, and he
began to listen to his inner voice which often gave him the direction he
needed to live his life, and felt that it was a communication from beyond. The
other side of Joey included being a homebody; a bit of a couch potato with
“Floy” and “Snowball”, his canines who were by his side. In retrospect, he had
come to appreciate that the purpose of his life was to share his ability to help
others accomplish things they may not have even known about themselves.
You might say his motto was to live, love, laugh, and eat, and he created a
party whenever he was in the company of those he loved. 

 His charitable and passionate side was helping others by transporting those
who could not accomplish this goal themselves. His love Sharon led him to
donating his time for projects for the Raleigh Lions Clinic for the Blind, as well
as the Central Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired when he resided
in Utica. Joey and Sharon had also enjoyed times in which they lived in
Washington, D.C., and the Triangle region of North Carolina especially
enjoying their home in Clayton. 

 Joey is survived by his devoted wife Sharon; his siblings and their spouses,
Judith “Judy” Jellencich of Utica, Frank and Akemi Giovinazzo of CA, Lorraine
and Mary Giovinazzo of MA, and William “Billy” Jr. and Carol Giovinazzo of
CA; many nieces, nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews, cousins, and in-
laws. He was blessed with many wonderful friends, most which lasted a
lifetime. Joseph was predeceased by his brother-in-law, Mario “Poppy”
Jellencich. 



Relatives and friends are respectfully invited to attend a memorial gathering in
Joey’s honor on Saturday, November 2, 2013 from 4-6 at the Eannace
Funeral Home, Inc., 932 South St., corner of Hammond Ave. Words of
encouragement and scripture will follow at 6:00 at the funeral home by Rev.
James Cesta. The family has designated the Raleigh Lions Club for the Blind
for memorial contributions; envelopes will be available at the funeral home or
may be directed to 3200 Bush Street, Raleigh, NC 27609.



Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 2. 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM (ET)

Eannace Funeral Home, Inc.
932 South Street 

 corner of Hammond Ave.
Utica, NY 13501
(315) 724-6714
eannacefh@roadrunner.com

Service

NOV 2. 6:00 PM (ET)

Eannace Funeral Home, Inc.
932 South Street 

 corner of Hammond Ave.
Utica, NY 13501
(315) 724-6714
eannacefh@roadrunner.com
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com

mailto:eannacefh@roadrunner.com
mailto:eannacefh@roadrunner.com
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/


Tribute Wall

J
Anthony
Stucchi

JU

TM

Sharon Giovinazzo - November 04, 2013 at 08:57 AM

Thank you to all who came to say their final goodbyes to my
husband Joe. He will be missed all but I dread going home to an
empty house. The silence is deafening and the warmth is gone. The
last fifteen years was the best of my life. Thank you joe and may
you rest in peace.

J Anthony Stucchi - October 29, 2013 at 09:27 AM

1 file added to the tribute wall

judy - October 29, 2013 at 03:58 AM

J 
 oe you were my brother we had are ups and downs but I loved you.

you and my Mario were so close I no you are togather. I miss you
both . I miss all the good times we had in latter years . rip joe

Tom Morosco - October 28, 2013 at 10:11 PM

"We were the best of friends and grew up together. I will miss our
phone conversations and visits and the puns we gave one another.
Rest in eternal peace Cousin Joe." 

  
Cousin Tom Morosco
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Eric Loori - October 28, 2013 at 07:40 PM

I had the pleasure of meeting Joe after he married Sharon and got
Ugie the guide dog in the endowment. While I did not see Joe much
years over the years the time we shared where fun with stories of
dogs. eric

Mario Jellencich - October 28, 2013 at 03:49 PM

Rest in peace uncle Joe. You will be missed by many.. you always
were the life of the party. Thank you for being there during my times
of need. I remember when you lived in Alaska amd would come
home to visit I alwaus use to get so excited because the whole
family would get together at our. Will cherish those times with all my
heart. Love you unc rip

Connie - October 28, 2013 at 12:28 PM

Rest in peace to my "Father"

Frankie G - October 28, 2013 at 11:03 AM

1 file added to the tribute wall
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J Anthony Stucchi - October 28, 2013 at 10:48 AM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

J Anthony Stucchi - October 28, 2013 at 10:44 AM

Joe was like a brother to all of us. We will miss you and we love
you. 

  
The Crash Family

Carl Case - October 28, 2013 at 07:42 AM

You will be greatly missed my friend.

BA

Betty Abel-Jellencich - October 29, 2013 at 07:32 AM

My husband and I were fortunate to know Joe since he is the brother of
my sister-in-law Judy Jellencich. He was always such a fun loving guy
and showed such caring and concern for my husband once he suffered
his major stroke. I am so glad we all got to see him earlier this year
when he came up for Mariano's First Communion. RIP Joe


