
Mrs. Ida Rose (Potenza)
DeCarlo
October 23, 1912 - August 19, 2012

Mrs. Ida Rose (Potenza) DeCarlo, formerly of Utica and currently of
Sewickley, PA, was reunited with her cherished husband, Peter A. DeCarlo,
Sr. when she passed away on Sunday, August 19, 2012 just two months shy
of her 100th birthday. Her passing occurred in her daughter’s home in
Sewickley where Ida had resided for the past 25 years since she relocated
there from Utica. 

 Ida was born Agata Rose, named after her paternal grandmother, on October
23, 1912. She was the eldest of nine children born to the late Vito and
Sarafina (Dell’Erba) Potenza. She spent her childhood in her birthplace of
Century, West Virginia, a small coal mining town where her father worked hard
to provide for his family. She was proud of the fact that she was a coal miner’s
daughter and she came from hardworking Italian immigrant parents. In 1921
the Potenza family relocated to Utica where Ida attended Wetmore School
and received her primary education and where she also worked in her later
years. She was married to Peter A. DeCarlo, Sr. for nearly 45 years prior to
his passing on April 23, 1977; Ida and Peter were blessed with a wonderful,
complete life together and were each other’s one true love. As soul mates,
they were bound, and Peter would often embarrass Ida by telling others that
he placed his wife on a pedestal. 
During her early working years, at the age of 15, Ida was employed at the Ft.
Schuyler Knitting Mill and later at the Augusta Knitting Mill in Whitesboro.
Subsequently, she accepted a position in the Utica City School District Food



Service Department where she worked at Wetmore School and then at the
Central Kitchen taking care of the children of the city and retiring at the age of
70 after serving for 30 years. Ida was selfless, always giving and caring for
her family, friends, and those in her circle of life. She was a quiet, hardworking
soul who radiated class and grace. As the matriarch of her family, she set a
true example by leading her loved ones through both tranquil and trying times.
During her life, she loved fashion which showed in her meticulous appearance
and modern attire. She was involved in the Parents/Teachers Association,
baking and planning for bake sales and fundraisers. She also gave of her time
and talent to wash and iron the sacred altar cloths at her home parish, the old
St. Anthony of Padua Church. 
Ida is survived by her daughter, Joyce Cortese of Sewickley, PA. Always
cherished in her heart was the memory of those who went before her,
including her daughter, Elaine Mancini, her son, Peter A. DeCarlo, Jr., and her
son-in-law, Joseph A. Cortese. She also leaves her son-in-law, Peter Mancini;
her 12 grandchildren, Linda Mancini, Joy Morreale, Maryanne Mancini, Ellen
and Ben Alavi; Peter, Mark, and Jon DeCarlo; Vito and Rebecca Cortese,
Joelle and Charles Monroe, Maria Leina Cortese and Judy Harden,
Bernadette and Bradley Kraushaar, and Kara and John McCracken; and her
19 great-grandchildren all of whom she loved dearly and individually. In
addition, she leaves her siblings, Catherine “Kate” Graziadei, John Potenza,
and Mary and Sebastian “Buster” DeCesare, all of Utica; her nieces,
nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews, cousins, and sister-in-law Josephine
“Jody” Potenza. She was predeceased by her brothers and sisters-in-law,
Stephen and Mary Potenza, Abbate “Pat” Potenza, Dominick and Ann
Potenza, and Antoinette Pandolf; her sisters and brothers-in-law, Palma
“Polly” and Raymond Zangrilli, Rose and Joseph Fiore, Nancy Potenza and
Rocco Graziadei; and members of the DeCarlo family. 
Relatives and friends are respectfully invited to attend Ida’s funeral service
and Celebration of Life which will commence on Saturday morning, October
27th, at 9:30 at St. Anthony & St. Agnes Church where her Mass of Christian



Burial will be offered. The family will receive visitors at the conclusion of Mass.
Expressions of sympathy in the form of donations may be made in her name
to the Sewickley Public Library, 500 Thorn Street, Sewickley, PA 15143, or
Forbes Hospice, 115 South Neville Street, Pittsburg, PA 15213. Committal
Prayers and interment will take place graveside at Calvary Cemetery.
Arrangements have been entrusted to the Eannace Funeral Home, Inc., 932
South St., corner of Hammond Ave.



Cemetery Details

Calvary Cemetery

2407 Oneida Street
Utica, NY 13501
(315) 735-2727
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Peter Mino - September 12, 2013 at 08:51 AM

I would like extend my sincerest sympathy to Joyce and her family.
Your mom will always be remembered. 

  
Mrs. DeCarlo, Utica, Wetmore school, and St. Anthony are part of
my life tapestry. 

  
Peter Mino, Waynesville, N.C.

Louise (Materese) wasyln - December 17, 2012 at 09:58 PM

So sorry to hear of your mothers passing. remembering as a child
how we would all come to Utica to see the family. So sorry for your
loss my prayers to you family 

  
Louise Materese Wasyln(Franks youngest daughter)

CarolAnn Caforio Kubisa - December 17, 2012 at 06:48 PM

Just found out about Ida's passing......our family from Endicott, NY
was so close with Ida's entire family ; the happy memories of so
many years sharing events will be cherished!!! Love to Joyce
......love to all of Ida's family!!!! 
CarolAnn and Louie (Caforio) Kubisa
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Cynthia S'Doia - October 25, 2012 at 10:13 AM

How can I possibly forget Mrs. DeCarlo, who planned and served us
Wetmore School children our meals with love, understanding and a
bit of mothering? I am still trying to figure out how she made her
Shepard's Pie. My sympathies to her family on the loss of a
wonderful and most gracious woman I have never forgotten. 

  
Cynthia S'Doia

JC

Joyce D. Cortese - November 14, 2012 at 09:56 AM

Dear Cynthia. What a surprise to look at the Eannace Funeral Home
website today, 11/14/12 and find your comment about Mom. My
cousins mentioned my mother's time at Wetmore in the lunchroom, but
it was great to read your lovely comments. Thanks for remembering
her. Joyce DeCarlo Cortese

Terese Livermore - October 22, 2012 at 12:08 PM

Terese Livermore lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Ida Rose (Potenza) DeCarlo

Sara and Dick Pepe - October 21, 2012 at 05:56 PM

Sara And Dick Pepe lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Ida Rose (Potenza) DeCarlo
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Terry & Ray Zangrilli - October 02, 2012 at 06:45 AM

Terry & Ray Zangrilli lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Ida Rose (Potenza) DeCarlo

Donna Pedone Merhib - September 14, 2012 at 07:21 AM

Donna Pedone Merhib lit a candle in memory
of Mrs. Ida Rose (Potenza) DeCarlo

CS

Cynthia S'Doia - October 23, 2012 at 01:17 PM

I always remember the lovely Mrs. Decarlo, who planned and served
our Wetmore School lunches with love, a smile, and some motherly
understanding. To this day, I am still trying to figure out how she made
her Shepard's Pie. I recall that my parents were friends with Ida as well
and always had fond thoughts of her. My sympathies to the Decarlo
family and the loss of a wonderful woman, wonderful enough to be
remembered by someone who was touched by her many years ago.

JC

Joyce D. Cortese - November 14, 2012 at 09:52 AM

Dear Donna, What a wonderful surprise to find your lovely gesture on
the Eannace website today, 11/14/12. Thank you for remembering my
Mom. She was a quiet, loving and very special soul and I treasure my
time with her. Joyce DeCarlo Cortese.


