
Mr. Gordon R. "Oakie"
O'Donnell
February 7, 1936 - June 23, 2015

Mr. Gordon R. “Oakie” O’Donnell, age 79, passed away on Tuesday, June 23,
2015 at the Masonic Care Community of NY. 

 Born in Utica on February 7, 1936, Gordon was the son of the late Michael H.,
Sr. and Alice M. (Crandall) O’Donnell. Raised and educated locally, he was a
graduate of Utica Free Academy/Class of 1954. He continued his education at
M.V.C.C. and subsequently at Alfred University where he earned a Bachelor
of Science degree in Business. A proud veteran of the United States Army,
Oakie served his country with honor from 1955 to 1957. On March 15, 2002
he married the former Josephine M. Falcone with whom he shared 13 years in
a wonderful union. They enjoyed life together and were linked by their many
common interests including dancing together and traveling to their second
home in Florida. 

 Some years ago, Oakie worked at the Montgomery Ward Store in the Sales
Department. He later held a position at the Masonic Care Community where
he served as a Security Guard for over 20 years. Friendly and outgoing, Oakie
knew how to relate to people. He was a genuinely good man and a great
friend who valued and cared about his relationships. He cherished being a
grandfather and mastered that responsibility with love. He was fond of his
civic and community affiliations of Whitestown A. of A. Veterans of World War
II, Inc., Irish-American Cultural Club, Loyal Order of Moose Lodge 1010, the
Elks Lodge 33, the Sons of Italy, and a fellow Mason belonging to Baron
Steuben Lodge No. 0264. His recreational activities included swimming,



golfing every day with his friends when snow birding in Florida, and enjoying
his Friday and Saturday date nights dancing with his Josephine. He was a
parishioner of St. Anthony & St. Agnes Church. 

 Gordon is survived by his wife, Josephine; his children, Tom O’Donnell of
Baltimore MD, Karen and Matt VanderGoot of Arlington VA; his step-children,
Marc and Kathy Marziale of Clayton NC, and David and Linda Marziale of
Penrose NC; his grandchildren, Cora and Kyle; Ashley, Calyn, AJ, and Patrick;
Rebecca, and Rachele; his great-grandchildren, Alex, Christopher, and
Emerson; and his sisters and brother-in-law, Carol and Jack Zogby of Utica,
and Jean Sadlik. His extended family includes many nieces, nephews, great-
nieces, great-nephews, and cousins. He was predeceased by his brother and
sister-in-law, Michael and Phyllis O’Donnell; his sister, Connie Crawford;
brother-in-law, Anthony Sadlik; and his in-laws, Giovanni “John” and Phyllis
Falcone, and Jeanette and Joseph Organisciak. 

 Relatives and friends are respectfully invited to attend Oakie’s funeral service
and Celebration of Life which will commence on Saturday morning at 9:30 at
St. Anthony & St. Agnes Church where his Memorial Mass of Christian Burial
will be offered by Rev. Mark Kaminski. Military Honors will be conferred by the
United States Army. The family will receive visitors at the conclusion of Mass.
Expressions of sympathy in the form of donations may be made to the
American Stroke Association in Oakie’s memory, 120 Lomond Ct., Utica, NY
13502; envelopes will also be available at the service. 

 Arrangements have been entrusted to the Eannace Funeral Home, Inc. 932
South St. corner of Hammond Ave.
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Louis Barile - June 26, 2015 at 09:05 PM

I was shocked to read the obituary for Gordon. He was my security
when I walked the Masonic Home grounds. He would always, and I
mean always, stop his car to speak with me. He loved his job at
Masonic Care community, he loved the people, loved his family. 

 My condolences to Josephine and his family. He is, indeed,one of
the unforgettable good guys.

Christopher Lamb - June 26, 2015 at 03:09 PM

I worked with Gordon at Montgomery wards. He was very
friendly,outgoing and I considered him a friend. Thanks for the
memories. You will be missed.

Bob and Dick Chancia - June 26, 2015 at 02:57 PM

Dearest Josephine, 
 Your twin classmates are doubly saddened by this news. We will

miss making Oakie the brunt of our "Amedigan" and UFA jokes at
our Prox reunions. He was always such a good sport as were you.
We cherish the times we spent with you both at those special
occasions. Know that he is in that better place, where we shall all
meet again. Thank God for FOREVER! The Chancia twins '54



AH

AC

DR

Aheendtsen - June 26, 2015 at 06:16 AM

I met Gordy O aka "The Oakland Raider" as some friends knew him
at 

 t Sears Roebuck in New Hartford where he was a salesman. I
remember driving "Oakie" to Alfred when he started school there
around 1970.Had many good times and laughs in his company over
the years, subsequently becoming his best man. Condolences to his
extended family. I attended his Mother's funeral mass in June of
1983.Sorry I won't be able make Gordons celebration. Respectfully,
Bill Ahrendtsen

andy & linda convertino - June 25, 2015 at 01:23 PM

We are so sorry for your loss, Our thoughts and prayer are with you,
Rest in peace Oakie, Andy & Linda Convertino

Dena Raymer - June 25, 2015 at 07:27 AM

I am so sad to hear of the loss of a wonderful
friend. Bill always loved his buddy Oakie and
was so happy when we were able to be
together in Florida. Oakie has been my friend
at MCC as well... visiting Bill and giving me
support. Sending my love to Josephine and to Gordie's family...

JP

JIM PARAVATI - June 26, 2015 at 01:55 PM

JOAN & I ARE VERY SORRY TO HEAR OF OAKIE PASSING.OAKIE
AND I WERE FRIENDS FROM GRAMMER SCHOOL ON. WE WORK
TOGETHER AT SEARS AND HE WOULD VISIT ME WHEN I WORK
AT ALLSTATE.HE WILL BE MISSED OUR PRAYERS ARE WITH
YOUR FAMILY JIM PARAVATI



JN

Julie Hart Noeth - June 28, 2015 at 06:42 PM

Sorry to hear of Gordon's passing. We worked together at Sears. He
was unforgettable. My sincere condolences to his wife and family. Rest
in peace, Oakie.


