
Dr. Frederick J. "Fred" Tehan
January 29, 1948 - October 30, 2017

MARCY - Dr. Frederick J. “Fred” Tehan, age 69, went home to the Lord as he
passed away on Monday, October 30, 2017 at the Faxton-St. Luke’s
Healthcare Center with loving family by his side. 

 Born in Utica on January 29, 1948, Frederick was the son of the late Louis B.
and Victoria “Vicky” (Salem) Tehan. He was a graduate of Utica Free
Academy/Class of 1965 and continued his education at LeMoyne College
earning a BS degree in Chemistry in 1969. He pursued his post-graduate
studies at Michigan State University where he received a PhD in Chemistry in
1974 and authored many professional publications. He was awarded a patent
for creating a sodium anion that, up until that time, was said to be impossible
to make. After graduation, he accepted a teaching position at the University of
Wisconsin, but soon after, his dad passed away and Fred decided to return
home to help run the family business, Tehan’s Catalog Stores, a legacy
Wholesale company. He had an uncanny business sense and work ethic that
remained strong his entire life. He, along with his brothers, conjured up a new
retail concept, the Only $1 Dollar Stores, that was successful and was an
honor to his parents and family. On June 10, 1979 he married the former
Kathleen “Kathy” Riley. They were of one mind and heart, and were
outstanding parents. They were blessed with 38 years together. After retiring
from retail, Fred fulfilled his desire to share his knowledge by returning to
teaching as a Professor of Chemistry at Utica College from 2004-2017. 

 Fred was loved and admired particularly for his kind, easy-going, logical,



sensible personality. He was aware of his family’s passions and was
amenable to discussing all aspects of their positions and interests. He enjoyed
the tranquility of taking a walk with his beloved canines. He visited with
neighbors and enjoyed the challenge of solving Sudoku puzzles…in pen.
Dining out was something he enjoyed doing with his family. He loved the
Adirondacks, fishing, swimming, and boating at 4th Lake; it was a sanctuary
for his family and a source of relaxation and a lifetime of memories.
Throughout his life, Fred remained humble in all aspects. He aspired to be a
good family man and a loving partner to his wife. He was a success, because
failure was never an option.... 

 Fred is survived by his loving wife, Kathy; three cherished children and son-in-
law, Patricia C. Tehan and her husband Tolgahan Tosuner of Izmir, Turkey; his
sons, Michael F. Tehan of Marcy, and Richard M. Tehan of Corvallis, Oregon.
Always close to his heart was the memory of his infant son, Matthew Joseph
Tehan, who preceded him on April 28, 1990. He also leaves his siblings and
their families, Richard J. and Joann Tehan, and Steven A. and Kathleen
Tehan, all of New Hartford, and Marianne and Seth Gordon of Clifton Park NY;
many nieces, nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews, and many friends
throughout his life who he always remembered. He was predeceased by his
brothers, Dr. Basil L. and Bertha Tehan, and Robert J. Tehan; his father-in-law,
James Riley; his mother-in-law, Rose Riley; and brother-in-law and sister-in-
law, James J. and Merry Riley. 

 The family extends their sincere appreciation to the doctors and staff of the
Intensive Care Unit at the Faxton-St. Luke’s Healthcare Center for their
compassion and kindness which was a true blessing. 

 The family will honor and commemorate Fred’s life at a private time. Relatives
and friends are respectfully invited to attend Fred’s funeral service which will
commence on Friday morning at 11:00 at St. Basil’s Melkite Catholic Church
where his funeral service including Divine Liturgy will be celebrated by Rev.
Saba Shofany. The family will receive visitors at the conclusion of Mass.
Committal prayers will be offered at Christ Our Savior Chapel in Calvary



Cemetery. 
 Those wishing to express an act of kindness in lieu of flowers may make a

donation to the Stevens-Swan Humane Society, 5664 Horatio St. 
 Utica, NY 13502, online at www.stevens-swan.org or a charity of choice;

envelopes will be available at the service.



Cemetery Details

Calvary Cemetery

2407 Oneida Street
Utica, NY 13501
(315) 735-2727
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Tom McCaffrey - October 26, 2023 at 01:01 PM

Hello, Fred J. Tehan & I were classmates at LeMoyne college, class
of '69 (altho I spent the '67-'68 year working, & graduated in the
1970 year. I!ve always remembered him as a great guy,& thought of
him as one of my best friends. He, and John R. Murphy & I spent a
good deal of time together. I am much saddened to read of his loss.
If any of Fred's family read this, please be assured that he is fondly
remembered. I am afraid that this news has shocked, & saddened
me greatly. (I wish we had kept in touch, all these years.) Tom
McCaffrey

Tracy Civitillo - April 24, 2019 at 02:47 PM

Kathy, 
I am so sorry to hear of Fred's passing. I was searching the internet
for you and found this notice. Wishing you and your children
strength and serenity. 

 Tracy Glazier Civitillo

Daniel A Klockowski - November 07, 2017 at 10:14 AM

DEAR KATHY AND FAMILY, 
 Our prayers and deepest sympathy for the loss of Fred. We

developed a wonderful relationship together over the years not only
at Saint Basil's Church but also in the Tehan's Catalog Showroom
on Mohawk Street. We did some business together with Hershey
until it grew tremendously with the Only $1 Dollar Stores. Fred was
a thinker, quiet, unassuming, humble, just a very nice guy. MAY HIS
MEMORY BE ETERNAL !!! 

 With Our Love, Dan and Cindy Klockowski
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Michelle Gulla - November 02, 2017 at 08:15 PM

Michelle Gulla lit a candle in memory of Dr.
Frederick J. "Fred" Tehan

Michelle Gulla - November 02, 2017 at 08:14 PM

Our deepest sympathy to Fred’s family. We are truly heartbroken to
hear of Fred’s passing. We are his neighbors on Cavanaugh Road.
Fred shared wonderful conversations with my Mom on his walks
until her passing 3 1/2 yrs ago. Then Michael and I met him walking
by my house. We shared many of wonderful conversations with him.
He was such a knowledgeable man with a great sense of humor. He
felt so bad about my Moms passing. He also wrote a wonderful
letter of reference about me. Michael and I are going to miss him
terribly. It just won’t be the same next summer without Fred. Our
heartfelt condolences are with Kathy and the family. May he RIP for
all eternity. Michael Peterson Sr and Michelle Gulla

Jack Capponi - November 02, 2017 at 03:40 PM

A real Gentleman, Fred, we wish the family our deepest sympathy.
Jack and friends at Dons.

dennis giorgi - November 02, 2017 at 11:35 AM

our deepest condolences azza and dennis giorgi
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Lenamarie Parrotta - November 02, 2017 at 12:36 AM

My condolences to the family and friends of Fred. I had the privilege
of working at only$1 in North Utica. It pleased me to see the Tehans
come in. Again my condolences.


