Mr. Frank R. Canarelli Sr.

September 6, 1940 - July 17, 2018

UTICA - Mr. Frank R. Canarelli, Sr., age 77, went to Heaven peacefully on
Tuesday, July 17, 2018 when he passed away at the Sitrin Health Care Center
Magnolia Household.

Born in Utica on September 6, 1940, Frank was the son of the late Joseph J.
and Sarah (Brescia) Canarelli. He was a graduate of New York Mills High
School/Class of 1959 and continued his education at MVCC where he
majored in Commercial Art & Advertising. He then enlisted in the United
States Army and subsequently served 32 years as a US Army Reservist at the
Elihu Root US Army Reserve Center. On May 25, 1963 he married the former
Eva Jane Spruill with whom he shared 55 years and were blessed with three
sons. They made their marriage a life time commitment and enduring love;
they were truly dedicated to one another. In 1965 he accepted a position as a
Draft Engineer with the New York State Department of Transportation. He took
on additional work in the Public Employee Federation as a representative and
a Shop Steward for many years. Concurrently he graduated from Oneida
County BOCES as a Licensed Practical Nurse where his leadership skills
were seen as he served as President of his class. His medical training was
utilized when he was deployed to active duty during the Desert Storm War and
was stationed at the Walter Reed Hospital caring for veterans. After 30 years,
due to ill health, he retired in 1995 as a Permit Engineer.

The Lord granted Frank a great sense of humor, a generous soul, and a
grateful heart. He was a hardworking man, an inherent trait he passed on to



his children. Determined, meticulous, and knowledgeable, he was creative in
maintaining his home and was a perfectionist at all his tasks. His wife and
sons cherished him, learned so much from him, and laughed often with him...
he was a jokester and always the life of the party. Frank truly enjoyed reading,
family gatherings, vacationing, bowling, golf, and fishing with his boys. He
volunteered at St. Luke’s Hospital, and delivered Meals-on-Wheels with his
wife. In October of 2005, Frank was a recipient of a heart transplant due to the
selfless sacrifice of Matthew (his donor); the family will be forever grateful and
will always carry him in their heart and prayers. Frank was a faithful
parishioner of St. Mary of Mt. Carmel/Blessed Sacrament Parish. He had a
relationship with his Lord, received much comfort from weekly Mass and also
viewed televised Mass on EWTN.

Frank’s fortitude in fighting for his life was strengthened by his wife who
remained by his side to the very end; his boys who were so supportive and
made their dad so proud of the men they grew to be; and his 6 grandchildren
who surrounded him and raised his spirits because they loved their Poppy so
much. These were the ultimate blessings in his life.

Frank is survived by his beloved wife, Jane; his sons and daughters-in-law,
Kevin and Jaime Canarelli, Michael and Donna Canarelli, and Frank, Jr. and
Kathie Canarelli; his cherished grandchildren, Anthony, and Joseph Canarelli,
Marissa, and Alexia Canarelli, Samantha, and Alyssa Canarelli; his sister and
brother-in-law, Maria and Mark Tubert; and his brothers and sisters-in-law, Pat
and Rachael Canarelli, and David and Diane Canarelli. He also leaves his
nieces, nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews, cousins, in-laws, Alva, and
Walter Flint; the many dear friends who enhanced his life; always
remembering the couples that Frank and Jane socialized with; his Morkie,
“Koko”, who was a faithful companion and was always by his side. He was
predeceased by his brothers and sisters-in-law, Robert and Winifred Canarelli,
and Joseph and Connie Canarelli; and his in-laws, Grace and Robert Roy,
Shirley and Tony Callea, and Charles Spruill; also Frank will be reunited with
his “heart buddy”, Mikki, who was a heart transplant survivor and dear friend



for 9 years thanks to Frank’s persuasive and uplifting words.

The family wishes to thank the staff at Massachusetts General Hospital in
Boston for their tireless compassion and dedication to Frank’s care; it will
never be forgotten; Frank’s primary physician, Dr. Samuel Gooldy and his staff
for their continual care; The family appreciated the staff of the Magnolia
Household at the Sitrin Health Care Center who were so kind and
compassionate. The real miracle was the love, energy, and compassion of his
wife Jane and their three sons who always advocated for him and never left
his side.

Visitation will be held Sunday from 2:00-5:00 at the Eannace Funeral Home,
Inc., 932 South St., corner of Hammond Ave. Frank’s funeral service and
Celebration of Life will commence on Monday morning at 10:00 from the
funeral home and at 11:00 at St. Mary of Mt. Carmel/Blessed Sacrament
Parish where his Mass of Christian Burial will be offered by Rev. James Cesta,
with Military Honors conferred by the United States Army. Interment will follow
in Calvary Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be considered to the American Heart
Association, 125 Business Park Drive, Utica, NY 13501 online at http://www.h
eart.org/HEARTORG/; or Feed Our Vets, 195 N. Genesee Street, Utica, NY
13502 online at http://www.feedourvets.org/contact/; envelopes will also be
available at the funeral home.



Cemetery Details

Calvary Cemetery

2407 Oneida Street
Utica, NY 13501
(315) 735-2727

Previous Events

Funeral Service

JUL 23. 11:00 AM (ET)

St. Mary of Mount Carmel / Blessed Sacrament Parish
648 Jay St

Utica, NY 13501

(315) 735-1482



Tribute Wall

Jane and Family,

So very sorry that | could not make it to Franks Funeral or to the
Mass, My schedule and the aides just did not click in. And now it
takes two of us to get Lou Cleaned up and dressed. However
Sunday i did get to Church, and i said a prayer for Frank, but we are
not worried as we know that Frank went straight to Heaven with our
Lord and having breakfast with Jesus.

Take care all, Sincerely Esther Comito

Esther Comito - July 23, 2018 at 09:23 AM

My thoughts and prayers are with Jane, the ]

Boys and family. Frank was a great guy. | had

the distinct pleasure of working with him and -

his brother Bobby at the State DOT. Everyday u
he would make us laugh. | remember all the

prayers and support when he went for his heart transplant. As he
recovered from his transplant, every time | saw him | was greeted

with a hug and kiss. He is a great man who fought hard to be here
and will be missed. God Rest your soul Dear Friend.

Kathi Tamer - July 20, 2018 at 10:00 PM

Please accept our most sincere condolences
on Frank's passing. Love and prayers.

Tim & Colleen Moylan Family - July 20, 2018 at 08:11 PM



Another wonderful man, whom | had the pleasure of serving with.
You fought a great fight my friend. You will be truly missed

John T Capraro Jr, SSG

John T Capraro Jr. - July 20, 2018 at 01:35 PM

Dear Aunt Jane, Kevin, Michael and Frank Jr., We are so sorry to
hear that Uncle Frankie has passed away. He really was a fighter
during the last decade. A great man to get to know. We're glad that
we got to see him last summer right after he moved into the Senior
Care home. As always, he kept us all laughing. Now God will be
laughing for sure.

All our love,
Brad, Barbara, David and Benton Flynt (Midlothian Virginia)

Brad Flynt - July 18, 2018 at 07:28 PM



Jane, Kevin and family.....I am so very sorry to hear of Frank's /your
dad's passing. | am sure there will be so many joyful memories you
can look back on to provide you comfort. Our family had always
known him to be a great guy! My dad spoke of him with great
regard, as well as he was a second dad to my brother Gil, as you all
know! | remember him as an incredible family man who dearly loved
his family and of whom he was so very proud of....and just as God
had blessed all of you to have him, God equally blessed him with an
incredibly devoted and loving family that stood by his side and
provided comfort and loving care, especially during the later years
of his life as he went through his numerous health issues. He
worked hard all of his life and fought for his life like a champion for
many years....he can finally rest now....safely home in our heavenly
father's kingdom with his parents and all of his loved ones
surrounding him. You will all meet again one day, but until then,
think of him as he is now....in a state of perfection, perfect health,
perfect joy and perfect love! May God bless you all and provide you
with peace and comfort during this sad time!!! Much love to you all!ll
Denise (DeStefano) & Rick Hensel

denise hensel - July 18, 2018 at 03:30 PM



