
Diana M. (Valente) Gerace
May 21, 1944 - April 21, 2023

MYRTLE BEACH, SC- Diana M. (Valente) Gerace passed away on Friday,
April 21, 2023, at the age of 78. For the past three weeks, Diane’s illness
brought her and her two daughters to be by each other’s sides as she
transitioned to be with the Lord. She was encouraged by her girls to let go and
find peace. 

 Diane was born on May 21, 1944, in Utica to the late Fannie (Testa) Valente.
She was educated locally, and was a high school class of 1962 graduate of U.
F. A. Diane was once married to Joseph Gerace. Their 22 years were filled
with love for their daughters and friendships that lasted a lifetime. 

 Diane’s working career began at the General Electric Company, first at their
Bleecker Street location and lastly at French Road. She later worked at the
Masonic Care Community of NY as the Dining Room Coordinator. She had a
flare for hospitality and made each holiday celebration so memorable for the
residents and their families. 

 Diane loved passionately, and many were blessed to be a part of her life and
heart. Not everyone got into her circle, but if you were fortunate enough you
knew of her wonders. She had a knack for keeping up her appearance, her
personality, and was so generous with those who she respected. Diane was
humble, a hard worker, and engaged all of her efforts in creating a life that she
was proud of. She kept her daughters and their families close. Michele was
the first to move to Myrtle Beach, and Diane followed after her retirement, and
last in August of 2022, Carla and family joined and made their home there as



well. For Diane it was a dream come true. These three women knew each
other’s hearts and strengths, and each had a role in the other’s lives. They all
saw so much in each other. 

 Her mornings were often spent with coffee and donuts on the porch which was
such a pleasant start of her day. She enjoyed spending time at the pool and
meeting special friends at her home. Diane enjoyed walking and spent time
sitting and watching vacationers at Broadway at the Beach. She loved
decorating for holidays and adding her special touch to her presentation and
loved shopping for unique gifts and thoughtfully prepared each of them in a
unique way. 

 Diane was very involved in the lives of her four grandchildren, and Nanni
always wanted to know about all their activities. She was their biggest
cheerleader and prayer warrior. When they came into her life, they lived within
her heart. Anyone who is blessed to have grandchildren understands that
special kind of love. 

 Diane had a personal relationship with Jesus. Diane prayed often, and in
prayer found great comfort. 

 Diane is survived by her daughters and sons-in-law, Michele and Benny
Rappa, and Carla and Jeff Colonna; as well as her four grandchildren,
Julianna Rappa; Olivia, Mia and Mario Colonna. She is also survived by her
brothers, Robert “Bob” Valente and Barbara Bell, Donald “Don” Valente (his
late wife Sarah), and Charles Coakley (his late wife Jan). Cherished are the
memories of her sisters, Mary Lou Olivadoti and Janet Weed; and her brother
and sister-in-law, Richard “Dick” and Sandra Valente. She is additionally
survived by many cherished nieces, nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews
and cousins. During Diane’s life, she shared the best of times and offered her
soul to many wonderful friends throughout the years. Diane shared a
relationship with her companion, John Grotevant. 

 Donations may be made in Diane’s memory to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital online at stjude.org; envelopes will also be available at the service. 

 Diane’s family would like to extend a special thank you to the Embrace



Hospice House, where she was well cared for with love, dignity, and respect. 
 Diane’s family and friends are cordially welcome to attend her Memorial Mass

of Christian burial which will be held at St. Anthony and St. Agnes Parish, 422
Tilden Ave, at 11:00 AM on Saturday, May 6, 2023. Inurnment will take place
at Calvary Cemetery.



Cemetery Details

Calvary Cemetery

2407 Oneida Street
Utica, NY 13501
(315) 735-2727
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Michele DiNigro - September 28, 2023 at 07:06 PM

Loved her grace and compassion for
others.Diane earned her wings on this
earth.Thinking of her girls and family.Michele
DiNigro

Barbara Famolaro-Harmon - May 04, 2023 at 08:29 PM

Rest in Peace my Dear Friend, I will miss you
and our talks, laugh sessions and your
guidance of life’s lessons. You hold a special
place in my heart, till we meet again! 
Carla, Michele and Family my Love and
Prayers are with you all. 
John thinking of you, thoughts and Prayers are with you. 
With Love and Sympathy, 
Barbara Famolaro-Harmon

May 03, 2023 at 03:42 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Diana M. (Valente) Gerace.

https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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May 03, 2023 at 12:04 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Diana M. (Valente) Gerace.

Doreen Latella - May 03, 2023 at 09:45 AM

Doreen Latella lit a candle in memory of
Diana M. (Valente) Gerace

Doreen Latella - May 03, 2023 at 09:45 AM

Diane, is a very special lady, and has a permanent place in my
family's heart. She is a warm giving, person, with a heart of gold.
We will never forget her kindness. Heaven is happy to welcome her
home. Love, Phil&Doreen Latella and family

May 01, 2023 at 06:37 PM

Sweet Sincerity was purchased for the family of
Diana M. (Valente) Gerace.

https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2979&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2979&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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April 30, 2023 at 07:32 PM

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family
of Diana M. (Valente) Gerace.

Merrell Washington - April 30, 2023 at 01:06 PM

I remember Diana when she first came to Potter school in the
second grade. She was a delight she sat behind me and I would
tease her and she was so personable. She captured my heart. I
remember all her family and wish to offer my condolences. She was
a sweetheart always looking after Charles.

Joey Arcuri - April 29, 2023 at 09:41 PM

Carla, Michelle and family, 
My deepest condolences, you are in my thoughts and prayers
during this difficult time. My god bless.

Chuck - April 29, 2023 at 12:54 PM

Girls- So sorry to hear about you MOM.She was a great person and
was liked very much by everyone.I worked with her years and years
ago @ GE and then years and years later worked with her
@Masonic Home.The residents there loved her and heaven will
also. Chuck

https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2980&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2980&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Maryrosr Schiavetta - April 28, 2023 at 08:02 AM

Michele, Carla and family's . Hold the great memories you have and
the good times. With Deepest Sympathies Maryrose & Jimmy

Michele Ancona Synek - April 27, 2023 at 08:49 PM

Michele, Carla & Family,
 I am heart sick to hear of your Mom's passing.

I have wonderful memories of you all that I
cherish dearly. She was such a loving and
amazing person, I will remember her always.
Her spirit stays alive in our memories! Love, thoughts and prayers!

  
Michele Ancona Synek

Rockie Napoli - April 27, 2023 at 07:53 PM

My dear diane. I will always remember our times together w our
families. Love u n miss u always.

April 27, 2023 at 04:29 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Diana M. (Valente) Gerace.

https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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April 27, 2023 at 01:35 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Diana M. (Valente) Gerace.

https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eannacefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

