Mrs. Caterina (Buttitta)
Ventimiglia
June 10, 1927 - November 9, 2025

UTICA — Mrs. Caterina (Buttitta) Ventimiglia, age 98, passed away on Sunday,
November 9, 2025, in the comfort and dignity of her niece Josephine’s home.
She was lovingly cared for and surrounded by her devoted family until her
very last moment — they take comfort in knowing that Caterina is now reunited
with her beloved husband, Peter, and her precious sisters.

Born in Bagheria, Sicily, on June 10, 1927, Caterina was the second eldest of
four daughters of the late Giuseppe and Concetta (Gagliano) Buttitta. She
spent her childhood in Italy and later attended tailoring school, where she
learned the skills that would serve her well throughout her life.

In June of 1954, Caterina was united in Holy Matrimony with Peter
Ventimiglia, beginning a marriage grounded in love, faith, and commitment. In
1963, they immigrated to the United States, settling in the Utica area, which
became their cherished home. Together, they shared more than 35 wonderful
years prior to Peter’s passing on April 17, 1990.

Expounding on her tailoring skills, Caterina worked as a dedicated and
hardworking supervisor at the Joseph & Feiss Company, a position from which
she eventually retired. During her many years there, she earned the respect of
her colleagues and formed lasting friendships that she cherished throughout
her life.



Caterina was a steadfast example of perseverance and kindness. Her
greatest joy came from being surrounded by her family, especially her beloved
nieces and nephews, to whom she was not only an aunt but truly a second
mother. She never missed a family gathering, holiday, or special occasion,
and took great pride in celebrating life’s moments with those she loved most.
As the family grew, her affection extended wholeheartedly to her great-nieces
and great-nephews — “her babies” — whom she adored watching grow. She
especially delighted in venturing on shopping trips with them, always on the
lookout for the best deals.

In her quieter moments, Caterina found peace tending to her flowers,
particularly her cherished geraniums. She also enjoyed sewing and had a
keen eye for fashion, taking pride in presenting herself with grace and
elegance.

A lifelong devout Catholic, Caterina loved the Lord and spoke with Him daily in
her prayers, particularly before every meal. She was deeply grateful for her
blessings, often expressing her heartfelt thanks aloud with her signature
phrase, “Thank God.”

Caterina is survived by her beloved nieces and nephews, Rosario and
Dorotea Graziano, Guiseppe and Piera Graziano; Rosemary Spano and her
husband Aaron Stern; Josephine and Robert Mazzorana, and Anthony and
Donna Caltagirone. She is also survived by her great-nieces and great-
nephews, Dan Mazzorana, Claudia and Michael Carcone; Zachary
Caltagirone, Matthew Caltagirone, Katelyn and Dan Cleary; Eric Stern,
Margareta Stern; and many treasured great-nieces and great-nephews in Italy,
Canada, and California. Her joy extended to her great-great-nieces and great-
great-nephews, Julia, and Benedetto Carcone; and Anthony Cleary. She also
leaves to cherish her memory many beloved family members in Italy, whom



she adored; and her dear friend, Gina Lombardo.

She fondly remembered her siblings and their spouses who preceded her,
Domenica and Luigi Graziano, Agata and Diego Caltagirone, and Maria “Nina”
and Louis “Luigi” Spano. She was additionally predeceased by her father-in-
law and mother-in-law, Frank and Maria Ventimiglia; in-laws, Anna Ventimiglia,
Rosario Ventimiglia, Francesco Ventimiglia, Concetta Ventimiglia, and
Giovanna and Calogero Leone; and her nephew, Frank Leone.

The family wishes to extend their sincere gratitude to the nurses of Acacia
Home Care, as well as to Hospice and Palliative Care, Inc. for their dedicated
care, compassion, and support during Caterina’s final days.

Visitation will be held on Tuesday, November 18, 2025, from 10:00-11:00 a.m.,
at the Eannace Funeral Home, Inc., 932 South St., corner of Hammond Ave.
Caterina’s funeral service and Celebration of Life will commence at 11:00 a.m.
at the funeral home. Those unable to attend may be present virtually at https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/84694567963. Memorial contributions in Caterina’s honor
may be made to Hospice and Palliative Care, Inc., online at https://hospicecar
einc.org/donate-online/; envelopes will also be available at the funeral home.
Entombment will take place in Calvary Mausoleum at Calvary Cemetery.



Cemetery Details

Calvary Mausoleum

2407 Oneida Street
Utica, NY 13501
(315) 735-2727
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Visitation

NOV 18. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Eannace Funeral Home, Inc.
932 South Street

corner of Hammond Ave.
Utica, NY 13501

(315) 724-6714
eannacefh@roadrunner.com

Funeral Service

NOV 18. 11:00 AM (ET)

Eannace Funeral Home, Inc.
932 South Street

corner of Hammond Ave.
Utica, NY 13501

(315) 724-6714
eannacefh@roadrunner.com
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Tribute Wall

We are so saddened with the passing of our wonderful neighbor.
We will miss conservations about her beautiful geraniums, weather,
current events, Italy n mostly about family. Especially her great
nieces, nephews n my grandchildren. During wintertime we didnt
see each other much. Come springtime there will be a big void in
our hearts. Rest in peace , Caterina. Til we meet again
Condolences to her family

LouAnn neighbor - November 24, 2025 at 12:01 PM
Catherine was the kindest person we knew. She was the best friend
and relative to my mother Josephine. She will be missed.

Rosemary DAgostino - November 18, 2025 at 07:54 AM

2 files added to the album LifeTributes

Eannace Funeral Home, Inc. - November 17, 2025 at 11:17 AM



38 files added to the album LifeTributes

Eannace Funeral Home, Inc. - November 16, 2025 at 11:45 AM

Antonina G. planted a grove of 3 <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Trees</a> in honor of Mrs. Caterina
(Buttitta) Ventimiglia.

Antonina G. - November 14, 2025 at 12:34 PM



was such a kind and loving person. She had a heart full of warmth
and compassion, and she gave her love freely to everyone around
her. She touched so many lives with her kindness, her laughter, and
her gentle spirit. Zia loved with all her heart — her family, her
friends, and even the little things in life that made each day special.
She will always be remembered for the way she cared so deeply
and made everyone feel truly loved

Nancy Balistreri - November 12, 2025 at 05:43 PM

So sad, the last of they golden girls ,but they are back together in
heaven, it a truly golden girls, | would wake my mother down hill to g
girls meeting for 4hours and then pick her up,l would go in and they
were just look be like g girls and cathern was Dorothy. Kathryn and
Anthony

anthony salvador paternoster - November 12, 2025 at 02:30 PM



