
Mr. Attilio F. "Til" Cucci
March 11, 1923 - June 21, 2020

NORTH UTICA - Mr. Attilio F. “Til” Cucci, age 97, passed to his Lord on
Sunday, June 21, 2020 with his family by his side, and when he crossed over,
he was reunited with his parents, sister, and grandson Michael who welcomed
him with love and open arms. 

 Born in Utica on March 11, 1923, Attilio was the son of the late Frank A. and
Virginia (Inserra) Cucci. He attended Conkling Elementary School and was a
graduate of T.R. Proctor High School/Class of 1942. A member of the
Greatest Generation, Til was a proud veteran of World War II and honorably
served his country in the United States Army with the 472nd Quartermaster
Truck Regiment stationed in the China-Burma-India Theater of Operations. He
was among the first convoy of trucks traversing the Burma Road, the overland
supply route from India to China. He was awarded numerous Medals of Honor
for good conduct. On April 29, 1950, at St. Anthony of Padua Church, he
married the former Marie J. Bernardi. They were a dedicated couple for 70
years. She married a hard worker and a good provider, …they loved each
other to the very end. 

 Til was employed by the American Emblem Company, and in 1957 he began
working at General Electric at the Bleecker St. location as a Stock Keeper for
the staff. When GE downsized he transferred to the Radio/Receiver
Department where he worked until his retirement. Til had a passion for
photography, an art he inherited from his father. For years, he captured on film
forever-treasured moments of weddings, Confirmations, and First Holy



Communions. 
Till held many roles in his life; he was his daughter’s protector, and the bond
they shared was unbreakable; he was an engaging father, and he and Marie
always had the kids with them; and he was an open and honest communicator
with his sons. Although he was a man of few words, he set an example
through the way he lived and the wisdom he accrued over his 97 years. He
was a rock to his family, and even when his parents were aging, he was
steadfast in standing ready to help them. 

 Til was always the organizer and photographer of all family get-togethers and
reunions. Through his affiliation with the CBI/China-Burma-India Veterans
Association, Til and Marie faithfully attended the annual conventions and
traveled to great destinations. They were enchanted when they travelled to
Italy, and to Hawaii on their 40th wedding anniversary. Til enjoyed the hobbies
of stamp collecting and playing the Take 5, of which he was always awaiting
his big pay out. He followed the New York Mets and was a big fan, an
exception to the usual N.Y. rule! 
A man blessed with leadership skills, he was civic and socially minded, and
his wife always referred to him as the “meeting man” because he never
missed a scheduled event or responsibility. Til took action, participated in, and
believed in the groups he held membership in; the Tau Phi Zeta Fraternity, of
which he was the Corresponding Secretary for over 60 years; the Oneida
County Republican Committee; his service as a North Utica Committeeman;
IAM (International Association of Machinists) where he served as Secretary;
the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Ft. Schuyler Post, and the American
Legion Post #229. Attilio was baptized in the Catholic Church, and shared a
personal relationship with his Lord. He was a parishioner of St. Anthony & St.
Agnes Church and participated in and supported parish events. He was
grateful that God granted him a family who adored, respected, and honored
him throughout his life, as his positions in life expanded from husband, to
father, to grandpa and poppie. They were the greatest blessings of his life. 

 Attilio is survived by his sweetheart, Marie; his children and their loves,



Marlene A. Duniec and Peter Duniec Jr., Frank S. Cucci and Toni Costello,
and Richard M. Cucci and Frances (Maggiore) Laufer; grandchildren, Peter A.
III and Jennifer Duniec, the cherished memory of his grandson Michael Frank
Duniec who passed on November 11, 2005; Angela and Jason Rice, and
twins Anne Marie (and her husband Luke Haumesser), Anthony Cucci (and
Anna Dussing), and Matthew Laufer and Francesca Laufer; great-
grandchildren, Mikaela Jayne, and Tyler; Thomas, and Lucas; and his sister,
Palmina “Polly” Brock. He also leaves his nieces, nephews, great-nieces,
great-nephews, cousins, brother-in-law Richard F. Lupi; and friends with
whom he enjoyed life, shared fun times, and traveled, Jane Doti (late Rock),
Marie Bell (late Cosmo), and many couple friends who preceded him. He was
predeceased by his sister, Rosella C. Lupi; in-laws, James G. “Jim” Brock Sr.,
and Antoinette and Rocco “Doc” Zito; and brother-in-law, Pasquale Bernardi. 

 The family is grateful to the staff of the Masonic Care
Community/Rehabilitation Troy Household, and the Woodgate Household for
their fantastic care, compassion, and concern for Attilio, especially during
these past three months. They were very much trusted to watch over him. 

 Memorial donations in Attilio’s honor may be directed to the Central NY
Chapter #490 Military Order of the Purple Heart online at https://www.purplehe
art.org/donate/ or by mail to CNY Chapter 490 MOPH, P.O. Box 4491, Utica,
NY 13504-4491. 

 Visitation will be held on Tuesday morning from 10:15-11:15 at St. Anthony &
St. Agnes Church. Taps Our Duty will be present to honor Til’s military service.
Relatives and friends are respectfully invited to attend Attilio’s funeral service
and Celebration of Life which will commence on Tuesday morning at 11:30
immediately upon the conclusion of visitation at the church where his Mass of
Christian Burial will be celebrated. Face masks must be worn and contact
tracing will be implemented. Interment will take place in Calvary Cemetery.



Cemetery Details

Calvary Cemetery

2407 Oneida Street
Utica, NY 13501
(315) 735-2727

Previous Events

Visitation

JUN 30. 10:15 AM - 11:15 AM (ET)

St. Anthony & St. Agnes Church
422 Tilden Ave.
Utica, NY 13501
(315) 732-1177
https://www.stanthonystagnes.com/

Funeral Service

JUN 30. 11:30 AM (ET)

St. Anthony & St. Agnes Church
422 Tilden Ave.
Utica, NY 13501
(315) 732-1177
https://www.stanthonystagnes.com/

https://www.stanthonystagnes.com/
https://www.stanthonystagnes.com/


Tribute Wall
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Gina Szczygiel - June 26, 2020 at 10:26 AM

Very sorry for your loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with the
family during this time. Love, the Szczygiel's

Marguerite& Joe Spano - June 25, 2020 at 08:27 PM

Marguerite& Joe Spano lit a candle in
memory of Mr. Attilio F. "Til" Cucci

MS

Marguerite& Joe Spano - June 25, 2020 at 08:32 PM

So very sorry about your loss.Our thoughts and prayers are with you
all.Your loved one loved a long wonderful life.God bless and comfort
you all.

EH

Elizabeth Heath - June 30, 2020 at 02:32 PM

Marlene and family. So sorry for your loss. Prayers are with you. Your
dad was the sweetest and always kind to me. Elizabeth (Betty) Heath
and 

 Edwin

marycathy paciello - June 24, 2020 at 09:31 PM

Marlene and Family, My deepest sympathy on the passing of your
Dad. My thoughts and prayers are with you



JM

Jack Mineo - June 24, 2020 at 03:24 PM

Cucci family Til was a wonderful man. Always happy to see
someone and visit. He will be missed.many prayers for the family.
Cousin Jack Mineo

DE
Diana Eddy - June 24, 2020 at 04:05 PM

Til ,may you rest in peace.  . My heart goes out to my ex in laws.

MP
M. Janet Paparella - June 24, 2020 at 05:21 PM

We have lost a true FRIEND! Our sympathy to all of the family! Emil
and Janet Paparella

Cindy Dannettel - June 24, 2020 at 12:05 PM

Dearest Marlene and family, What a beautiful
tribute to your Dad.. I cried when I read that
Michael would be there welcoming him into
Heaven...I truly believe it...I bet Michael is
showing him all around up there..He was
such a treasure of a man..I never realized he was involved in so
many things...You must all be so very proud of him..God Bless all of
you in this very hard time. I love you, Marlene.. My prayers and
heart is with all of you...Much Love, Cindy, Moon, and
Cheyenne..xoxo



MG

AB

DC

Michael Guarno - June 24, 2020 at 05:51 AM

Frank and Rich, 
 My condolences to your families

Ann and Dick Briggs - June 23, 2020 at 05:31 PM

Marlene and family: our thoughts and prayers
are with all of your family today. God bless-
talk to you soon. Love to all, Ann and Dick

Doreen Camerona - June 23, 2020 at 02:43 PM

So sorry to hear of your loss Marlene


