
Mrs. Antoinette "Toni"
(Talerico) Gerardo
August 20, 1925 - February 2, 2021

UTICA - Mrs. Antoinette “Toni” (Talerico) Gerardo, age 95, was embraced by
her husband, sons, and granddaughter who went before her, when she
passed away on Tuesday, February 2, 2021 with her loving family by her side.
Born in Utica on August 20, 1925, Antoinette was the daughter of the late
Peter and Olivia (Rota) Talerico. She was a graduate of T.R. Proctor High
School/Class of 1943. On June 20, 1949 she married Anthony R. Gerardo.
She was blessed with an easy-going man; they were a good fit as a
compatible couple who shared their affectionate love with one another during
their union of 25 years. Anthony passed away on April 1, 1975. 

 During her working years, Toni was employed as an office associate at the T.J.
Griffith Printing Company where she met her future husband. She later
worked at Goodway Printing until she started a family. She paused to raise her
family and then accepted a position at the F.W. Woolworth Company where
she rose to Assistant Manager at their Mohawk Street location. She was an
asset to the company because she was able to speak Italian, the native
language of many to this area. She retired after 20 years of service to a
responsibility she served well. Toni’s loved ones were blessed because they
belonged to a close-knit multi-generational family that shared a 2-family home,
the best life you could have. As a progressive family, they built a house on
Copperfield Street, which became the new homestead, for once again, three
generations of Gerardos. 

 She was traditional in her homemaking, baking and the many meals she



prepared. She also crocheted afghans and read Danielle Steel novels. She
was the consummate babysitter, a bonus to both the children as well as
herself. The grandkids idolized her, one of the things she was so proud of.
Then, the great-grandchildren came into her life, 19 of them to be exact, and
they were the little ones who nicknamed her “Gigi” which became a common
name for her. To have her family all together warmed her heart, and although
she had a quiet mannerism, her actions showed so much love. A charitable
woman, Toni was kind to many people and generous to humanitarian
organizations. She was a faithful Catholic who prayed the rosary often for
comfort, and for peace for herself and others. She was a communicant of St.
Anthony & St. Agnes Church. 

 Antoinette is survived by her son and daughter-in-law, Anthony R. Jr. and
Donna Gerardo with whom she shared a home; and the memories of her sons
and daughter-in-law, Ben and Gail Gerardo, and Peter Gerardo. She also
leaves her daughter-in-law, Susan G. Stewart; her grandchildren, Amanda
and Eric Faria, Anthony R. Gerardo III and his wife Nicole, (Amanda and
Anthony were fortunate enough to be brought up in the same home with their
grandma); Anthony and Pamela Gerardo, Alisha, Lorraine, and Erick Corlew,
Ben and Jenni Gerardo, Johnathan and Kt Gerardo, Nathan and Jennifer
Gerardo, and Victoria Gerardo; Thomas and Rachel Cassidy; and her
granddaughter, Ruth Ann Jones who preceded her; and her 19 great-
grandchildren. She will also be remembered by her many nieces, nephews,
great-nieces, great-nephews, sister-in-law, Johanna Demma; godchild,
Christine Mead; and her long-time friend, Josephine Morrock. She was
predeceased by her brothers and sisters-in-law, Vincent and Katherine “Nina”
Talerico, and Dominick and Louise Talerico; sister and brother-in-law, Theresa
and Frank Stewart; and in-laws, Marie Gerardo, Ben “Benny” Gerardo Jr.,
Frank J. Gerardo, Joseph Gerardo, and Jack Demma. 

 Anthony and his family wish to thank the staff of the ICU at MVHS at St.
Elizabeth Medical Center for the kindness and care that they shared with
Antoinette. Her daughter-in-law, Donna, was the reason and the hope for



Toni’s ability to remain in her own home to the very last days of her life. Her
"daughterly" care was such a blessing to her. 

 The family will honor and commemorate Toni’s life at a private time. Relatives
and friends are respectfully invited to attend Toni’s funeral service and
Celebration of Life which will commence on Monday morning, February 8,
2021 at 11:45 at St. Anthony & St. Agnes Church where her Mass of Christian
Burial will be offered. Face masks are required and social distancing and
contact tracing will be implemented. Those wishing to express an act of
kindness in Toni’s memory may make a contribution to St. Anthony & St.
Agnes Church by mail to 422 Tilden Ave., Utica, NY 13501; envelopes will
also be available at the service. Interment will follow in Calvary Cemetery
where she will be laid to rest beside her husband. 

 During this time of social distancing that we are all experiencing, please take a
moment to connect with Toni’s family through the “Memories” section of her
obituary at www.EannaceFuneralHome.com. Our prayers go out to all as a
sign of our continued support.
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al orsino - February 11, 2021 at 09:45 AM

Anthony and family, 
 I am sorry for the loss of your mother. I recall the days we use to

visit and the good times we had. She was a kind soul and now
reunite with countless others we have had the opportunity to enjoy
and love in our life. God bless you and your family during this
difficult time. My she rest in peace. 

  
Al Orsino and family

James & Joanne Cannistra - February 08, 2021 at 11:31 PM

The Gerardo Family: Jim and I were so sorry to hear of your
mother’s passing. We will miss seeing her at Mass on Saturdays.
Lovely lady. Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you. God Bless
Jim and Joanne Cannistra 

Castelli - February 07, 2021 at 07:57 PM

Gerardo family,
 So very sorry for your loss. May she be at

peace.
 With our deepest condolences,

 Patrick and Brenda Castelli

amy elinskas - February 05, 2021 at 03:32 PM

Bob and I send sincere sympathy to you all .. Donna you are such a
special “daughter” to Antoniette and she loved you all so much. 
May she be in paradise today Amy and Bob Elinskas
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February 05, 2021 at 02:36 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Mrs. Antoinette "Toni" (Talerico) Gerardo.

Susan Gerardo-Stewart - February 04, 2021 at 05:19 PM

How vivid the first time Peter brought Thomas, Ruth Ann and myself
to meet you and the rest of his large, accepting and loving family. 
Seems like yesterday in so many ways. 
We loved you then, we've loved you forever. 
What a joyous reunion it must have been when the angels took you
to rest in the loving arms of Our Father, CHRIST JESUS. 
Forever in our hearts Grandma G. 
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